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Sunday 31 May 2025
Eighth Sunday of Pascha
FEAST OF THE DECESNT OF THE HOLY SPIRIT (HOLY PENTECOST)
Epistle: Acts of the Apostles 2:1-11
Gospel: John 7:37-52; 8:12

Tone Five
The Schedule oi Divine Services for the Week is as Follows:
31 May (SUN) FEAST OF THE DECESNT OF THE HOLY 01 June (Mon) 15t Monday after Pentecost
SPIRIT (HOLY PENTECOST) Spirit Monday
Chanting of the 3rd Hour 9:15am Divine Liturgy of St. John Chrysostom 9:30am
Divine Liturgy of St. John Chrysostom 9:30am Breakfast at Tally-Ho to follow to follow
Kneeling Prayers 07 May (SUN) 1st Sunday after Pentecost
Coffee Social to follow All Saints Day

Chanting of the 3rd Hour 9:15am
Divine Liturgy of St. John Chrysostom 9:30am
Coffee Social to follow

Announcements:

Confessions be heard by appointment. Please contact Fr Peter to schedule. All faithful are
encouraged to come to the Sacrament every 8-10 weeks, on average, to help maintain spiritual
health.

Because of the celebration of the Feast of Pentecost, there is no fasting during the week, all foods
are allowed. Enjoy the Feast!

The Annual Parish Family Picnic is scheduled for Sunday 14 June following Divine Services. So that
we know how many to plan for, please make sure you sign up (sheet is on the bulletin board) or
notify Fr Peter via text or email by no later than 07 June. In addition, help is needed setting up the
tent at 8:30am the morning of the picnic and to take it down at the end of the event. Keep in mind
the lower parking lot is closed off the day of the picnic.

The Annual Altar Boy Retreat will take place at Christ the Saviour Seminary in Johnstown from 28
June-01 July. Registration is now open. Note: Fr Peter will not be able to be in attendance, but if
any of our boys are attending, we will do what we can to arrange other transportation.

For your summer grilling (or however you like it): we still have Kolbassi from Froelich’s Meat Market
in Johnstown. lItis in the freezer, packed in quantities of 3-, 4- & 5-pound packages and is being sold
for $6.00/pound. If you wish to purchase any, please see Nick Dzubak during Coffee Social. If
paying by check, please make checks payable to “Nicholas Dzubak”

Flowers on the Altar are donated this week by Olga Vovk. May God bless her for her kind gift to
the beauty of God'’s Holy House (Many Years! Mnohaja L 7ta’)




CANDLE OFFERINGS

Eternal Light: In loving memory of +Peter Dahulich on his 104th birthday-son George (Memory Eternal!); God's blessings
to my family members: newborn great niece Madelaine, granddaughter Larissa, great niece Anastasia and daughter
Christine-Joan Kondratick (Many Years!); Happy Birthday Lois Erhard-Rose Plowchin (Mnohaja L'ital); in memory of

+Archon Alex Breno-Eleanor & family (Memory Eternall)

Sacramental Table: Special Intention Sofia & Daniel-Jon & Marie Smith (Many Years!)
Vigil Candles Offered For the Living- (Many Years! Mnohaja L’ita!)

2-special intention-love Mom & Dad
Jonathan & Lara; Stephanie
1-health of Melanie-love Alex
1-health of Alex-love Melanie
1-health & special intention John & Marie Smith,
Georgene & Ray Ammon, Fr Peter & Pafii Bernadette,
Alex Zarynow, Marie Skasko, Fr John & Pani Marge
Fedornock, Lois Erhard, Charlie & Debi Myers, Chris
Fallon, Barbara Homick, All parishioners of HROC-Carol
Miller
2-for health-Sheila
HROC parishioners; Family members
3-special intention-Sheila
Fr. Peter & family; Diocesan Priests & their families;
OCMC Missionaries
1-health of children & grandchildren-Tom & Amy
1-health of Chris Fallon-Michael, Kathleen, John & Anna
2-special intention-brother George
Archbishop Michael; Barbara & Harold Harrington
1-special intention Metropolitan Gregory-George
Dahulich
13-for health-George Dahulich
Archbishop Michael; Fr. Tom Kadlec; Fr. Jim Dutko;
Chris Fallon; Charlie Myers; Barbara Harrington; Parii
Kathy Dutko; Alex Zarynow; Emily Dzubak; Katherine
Chow; Psa. Diana Acsente; Fr. John & Parii Marie
Brancho; Georgia Wimberly
2-happy birthday-George Dahulich
Kyle Wolf; Emily Dzubak
2-happy anniv. Ray & Georgene Ammon-George
Dahulich
1-health of Savannah, Chloe, Caroline, Christopher,
Natalie, Cole, Parker Ray-love Grandparents
20-health & special intention-John & Marie Smith
Melanie Samson; Carol Miller; Barbara Homick; Marie
Skasko; Georgene & Ray Ammon; Fr Tom & Parii
Linda Kadlec; FrJohn & Parii Marge Fedornock;
FrPeter & Parii Bernadette; FrJohn & Parii Eleanor
Pribish; Eleanor Breno; Charlie Myers; Lois Erhard;
FrJohn & Parii Marie Brancho; Parii Jean Hutnyan;
Chris Fallon, Jeanne Delasko; Andrea DeFrancesco;
Maig & baby; Blaire & Tatiana; Reggie Murvine

1-world peace-John & Marie Smith
6-special intentions-the Breno Family
Breno Family; Fedornock Families; Peart Family;
Nakonecznyj Family; Zankey Family; Fabian Family
1-for all who are ill-the Breno Family
1-for special intentions-the Breno Family
2-specail intention-Mom & Dad
Brian, Angela & Dominic; Stephen
11-for health & special intention-Mark & Marie
Nancy Shields; Mike Czap; Skeets & Beth; Carol
Miller; Ray & Georgene Ammon; Eleanor Breno;
Frdohn & Parnii Marge; FrPeter & Parii Bernadette;
Chris & Mike Fallon; Susan & Dan Zelensky; Reggie
Mervine
5-for health-Charlie, Debi, Jacob & Joey
Grandpa; Skeets; Carol Miller; Michael;, Dan
2-specail intention Jacob & Joey-love Mom & Dad
1-health & healing Hayley, Bob, Peggy and Bruce, Carol
Miller, Chris Fallon, AnneMarie, Pani Jean, Ray Ammon,
Tom Delare, Jordan; Nancy Hall-Lois
1-for health Savannah & Parker, Caroline, Natalie, Karen
K, Jeanne Delasko, Barbara Homick, Georgene, Debbie
Delare, Julie Williams, Pam, Sharon-Lois
1-happy birthday Lucy, Michele & Shirley -Lois
1-birthday blessings carol Devine-Rose Plowchin
3-health & wellbeing-Olga Vovk
Artem, Andrey, Lidia, Tatiana, Natalia, Konstantin, Eva
and George; Lubov, Michail, Ilvan, Mark, Alexandra,
Anastasia, Ludmila, Vasili, Maxim; Sofia, Sergei, Eva,
Matthew, Timothy, Yulia, Dru, and Alex, Arkadii. Irina
and their children and grandchildren
1-health & safety Natalie, Konstantin, Eugenia, George-
Olga Vovk
1-health & wellness of Dennis, Vladislav, Irina, Alla &
Julia-Irina Panfilov
1-specail prayer-Pani Marge Fedornock
1-sp int Philip-Pani Marge Fedornock
1-sp. int. all my children-Pani Marge Fedornock
1-for health of those who are ill-Pani Marge Fedornock

Vigil Candles In Loving Memory: (Memory Eternal! Vicnaja Pamjat!)

1+in loving memory of Les-love Carol
1+in memory Mother & Father—Carol Miller
1+In loving memory of Chris Hudack, Grandparents,
Bettie Searfoss, Myrtle Miller, John Hudack,
John Hrapchak, John Homick, Marge Tomasevich-Carol
Miller
1+in loving memory of Tom, Ann & Chrysa Thear-Taina &
Craig
2+loving memory-the Fallons
Bishop Matthias & Parni Jeannette;
Anna & John Luchok
1+in memory of parents Helen & Larry Rowland-Diane
1+in memory grandparents Helen & Peter Sedlar-Diane
1+Memory Eternal Parents/Grandparents-Koval Family
1+Memory Eternal Uncle George, Aunt Marge & Uncle
Tony- Koval Family
2+Memory Eternal-love Alex, Melanie
parents Michael & Elaine; parents John & Katherine
6+in memory-Sheila
John; Dad Kraynok; Mom Kraynok; Charles Hrapchak;
Anna Hrapchak; Evelyn Hrapchak
1+In loving memory of Metro-Love, Joan and Family
1+in loving memory of parents Peter & Ann Dahulich-
love son George

1+loving memory of Nikolai Mushegian-love Mom & Dad
1+for soul's peace, mercy & entry into paradise-Olga V
Vladimir, Lidia, Pavel, Nina, Vladimir, Anatol,
Maria, Rafael, Germina, Maxim, Anna, Irene, Sergei,
Irina, Tatiana, Natalia, Olga, Konstantin, Leonid, Anna,
Izot, Nina, Natalia, Afanasii, Lidia, Anastasia, Fedor
1+in memory of Mom-Mark & Marie Sudik
2+in memory-Charlie, Debi, Jacob & Joey
Grammy; Irene Dzubak
1+in memory Irene Dzubak-John & Marie Smith
1+in memory Irene Dzubak-Mark & Marie
1+in memory of Uncle Ralph & Aunt Anne-Lois
1+in memory of dad Alex Breno on his anniv of repose-
the Breno Family
3+in memory-Pani Marge Fedornock
Parents; brother & sister; Paulette



Please pray for the following: Metropolitan Gregory; Fr. Frank & Pani Connie Miloro; Fr Stephen & Pani Daria
Loposky, Pani Betty Jean Baranik; Fr Michael Rustik; Fr. Mark Leasure; Fr. John Fencik; Fr. Paul Stoll; Fr. Robert &
Pani Peggy Teklinski; Dn. Peter Skoog & family; Fr James & Pani Kathy Dutko; Fr. Gregory Allard; Pani Linda Barriger;
Fr. James Gleason, Fr. Luke Mihaly; Pani Marjorie Mozes; Hieromonk Michael; Fr Thomas & Pani Linda Kadlec; Fr
Stephen Krivonak; Fr David Smoley; Pani Annamarie Slovesko; Pani Patricia Duranko; Fr John & Pani Cindy
Zboyovski, Fr. Jonathan & Pani Marsha Tobias, Pafi Sharon Holowaty; Pani MaryMargaret Conjelko; Fr John & Pani
Eleanor Pribish; Fr John Mikitish; Pani Karen Miklos; Pani Marie Brancho; Pani Jean Hutnyan; Fr David & Pani Paula
Kossy; Fr Edward Pehanich; Fr Andrew Fetchina; SGT Joey Myers; SGT Alexander Zarynow; Beth & Ed ‘Skeets’
Williams; Carol Miller; Dorothy Mastronicola; Tony Zankey; Justin Popek; Florence Gregoric, James & Melody
Peyton; Carol Blum, Alexi Williams, Missy Johns, Susan Buckley, Constance Amey, James Lazor, Debbie Dell;
Grace Yoon; Michael Dinneen; Joan Detwiler; Joan Kondratick; Barbara Homick; Jim David & Jeanne Delasko;
Melanie Samson; Laura Gary; Richard & Wendy Sulich; Wendy Taylor; James Durachko; Randi Call alle, Hayley
Marshall, Jon Green, MaryJane, Kyle & Rosie Brant, Alicia, Stephen Brancho; Emily; MaryMargaret; Thomas &
Deborah Delare; Diana Hannan; Devan Merrill; Bob Fitzurka; Olga Vovk; Lela; Carly; Robert; Vic Fitzwater; Taina
Ferguson; Olya Romanova; Luke GriZlith; Richard Durachko; Jennifer Haire; Mary, Simon, Alla; Artem Vovk; Charles
Arnhold; Danielle V; Debbie Aumen; David Bulko; Bill Finken; Angelo Taveira-DaSilva, Andrew S.; Natalie Z;
Stephen Hutnyan; Barbara Drillock; Dayton Naugle; Cassidy Riselvato; Phillip Trivett; Camila Bonilla; Hilary
Soperak; Ray Rushnak; Christine Sakmar; Joel F, Frank, Jordan, Ruth Moore; Hudson Kennedy; Ray Ammon;
Stephan B, Jacob C; Michael Myers, Andrea Dzubak, Tony Pena, Lucile, Dan Breno, Sbdn Alex Breno, Nicole
Patrick & Eliza, Blaire Zarynow & Tatiana, Sofia Sabriova & son, Kaitin Alfaro & baby, Christine & Abigale, Reggie
Mervine; Karen Kaczmarek, Ray Ammon, Larry Pinckney, Vasilios Moschonas

May Our Lord Jesus Christ Touch Them with His Healing Hand!!

CAMP NAZARETH REGISTRATION IS NOW OPEN

Registration for the Deanery Weeks at Camp Nazareth is now open. This
year our Washington DC Deanery is in WEEK 2; 26 July to 1 August.

Please go to the camp website: www.campnazareth.org to get your child(ren)
registered. If financial assistance is needed to get your child(ren) to camp,
please contact Fr Peter. There are camperships available for anyone who is
in need of assistance to be able to attend. Application is done anonymously
between the parish priest and the camp director.

LAST CALL: if you child(ren) will be needing a ride to and from Camp, you
must let FrPeter know by no later than 31 May, so that a proper sized vehicle can be rented
to get to camp and back.
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O Lord Jesus Christ, Good Shepherd of Your sheep, light the fire of ardent love in the
hearts of all Your priests, that they may ever and in all things seek only Your glory.
Remember especially, Lord, our Metropolitan Gregory, and our spiritual fathers who
are laboring in Your vineyard for the salvation of all those whom You have entrusted to
them. Remember also, O Lord, our priests and deacons, especially Fr Edward
Pehanich, Fr John Pribish & Fr Deacon Art Steinstra and our Diocesan
Seminarians Fr. Peter Sodini, Dn. Maximus Cannaverde, Reader Ignatios
Leonardo, Fr Alexander Hurtsellers, Reader John Fedornock lll, John Bonnewicz-
Coffey, Clay Wood, Dn. Bradley Shaffer, Nicholas Cizin, Spyridon Raburn

Make their lives as holy as the word they preach. Keep them from being
dlscouraged Hear their prayers for our salvation. Give them wisdom and courage to proclaim Your truth. Make
them priests after Your own heart. For You are a merciful God who loves us, and to You we give glory, together
with Your eternal Father and Your all-holy, good and life-giving Spirit, now and ever and forever. Amen.

OO OO OO OO

"God is everywhere. There is no place God is not...You cry out to
Him, ‘Where art Thou, my God?” And He answers, “I am present,
my child! I am always beside you.” Both inside and outside, above
and below, wherever you turn, everything shouts, ‘God!” In Him we
live and move. We breathe God, we eat God, we clothe ourselves
with God. Everything praises and blesses God. All of creation shouts
His praise. Everything animate and inanimate speaks wondrously
and glorifies the Creator. Let every breath praise the Lord!”

St. Joseph the Hesychast




COUNCIL HIGHLIGHTS MAY 2026

ATTENDING: Joann Medvigy, Marie Smith, Debi Myers, Marie Sudik, Mark Sudik, Matt Delcher,
Sarah Hetzler, Father Peter.
Financials/Maintenance Issues
o Receipts exceeded disbursements in March.
AC in church was blowing but not cooling; Shamrock is investigating a coolant leak.
We received/paid the annual liability insurance payment this month
Donated approx. $1000 to the Diocese for Patriarchal Pence
Purchased a runner for aisle of the church

O O O O

At a special parish meeting on May 17, Parishioners approved the painting of the interior of the
church. Estimate is $30,000 to paint the entire interior, upstairs, downstairs, stairwells, furnace room.

Upcoming Parish Events
o Parish Picnic Sunday 14 June
o Father out of town June 10-17

Next Council meeting is a Sunday June 7. Any parishioner can attend our meetings.

Respectfully Submitted,
Marie Sudik, Recording Secretary
GCOOOOOOOO OGO OGO OO GO OO OO OO OB OO O O OO OO

THE COMFOKTER

Hieromonk Methody (Reprinted from “Orthodox Russia, No. 16, 2007)

On the day of the descent of the Holy Spirit upon the apostles, the holy Church brings us to the
threshold of its grace-filled life. “May all humanity be silent...” There is something greater here. There is
something here which the human mind cannot comprehend, accept, or encompass within its narrow limits.

The last great sacrifice has been offered. The feat of sacrificial love has revealed to the world the

‘- ; boundless expanses of Fatherly goodwill.

“Ye are my friends... Henceforth | call you not servants,
for the servant knoweth not what his lord doeth; but | have
. called you friends, for all things that | have heard of My Father |
have made known unto you,” — said the Lord in His farewell talk
| with His disciples (John 15:14-15).

' And further: “I have yet many things to say unto you, but

ye cannot bear them now; howbeit, when He, the Spirit of Truth,

' is come, He will guide you into all truth” (John 16:12-13).

, And now this day of the coming of the Spirit of Truth, the
day of the Divine Comforter’s meeting with the human soul that

is hungering and thirsting for comfort, is triumphantly celebrated

by the holy Church.

The apostles were in a chamber on Mount Zion... “And
there came a sound as of a rushing mighty wind,” testifies the
church canticle. The Spirit of Truth and Divine Comfort

- descended upon the heads of Christ’s disciples in the form of
fiery tongues. The human soul, which is Christian by nature, finally found that source of living water for
which it yearned, to which it aspired, and which it had been unable to find.

“Come and dwell in us, and cleanse us of all impurity,” — became the prayer of the liberated soul.

“The acquisition of God’s Holy Spirit” — such, in the definition of St. Seraphim of Sarov, is the ideal
of a Christian’s life on earth.

Prayer, vigilance, fasting, charity — all of these are only means toward acquiring the divine fullness
of existence, toward preparing the soul to meet the Comforter.

But there are too many barriers between us and the spiritual world, brethren, not only to acquire,
but sometimes just to experience the joy of holiness. The world has become steeped in vanity... It has
given itself over too much to worldly joys and sorrows, which have smothered the words of eternal life in it.

And thus, on the day of the descent of the Holy Spirit upon the apostles, the holy Church reminds
us of the comfort that we have forgotten, summons us to aspire toward the wealth of spirit that we have
lost, to understand the world and all its falsehood.

It calls us to aspire toward God and His truth. Beyond the bounds of our ordinary world, we see
opening up before us a world of Christ’s grace. The path between these two worlds is difficult and thorny.

But only there, in the realm of Christ’s grace, lies the true homeland of each one of us.

O Lord, Who didst send down Thy Most-holy Spirit at the third hour upon Thine apostles, take Him
not from us, O Good One, but renew Him in us who pray unto Thee.




TRINITY SUNDAY: PRCACHING BY OUR LiVé$

ARCHPRIEST BORIS STARK (+1996)
"Blessed art Thou, O Christ our God, Who hast shown forth the fishermen as supremely wise, by sending
down upon them the Holy Spirit, and through them didst draw the world into Thy net. O Lover of mankind,
glory be to Thee.”

These words of the festal troparion disclose to us the meaning of today’s feast: while being a
glorification of the Holy Trinity, it is simultaneously the birthday of the entire Church of Christ.

On the fiftieth day after Pascha, and the tenth day after Christ’s Ascension, was the Jewish feast of
Pentecost. It was on this day that the harvest came to an end among the Jews. In celebration of this
event, they brought offerings of thanksgiving to God from the fruits of the earth.

This day also commemorated the Lord’s giving of the Law to Moses on Mount Sinai. All pious Jews
spent this day in common prayer. The Apostles, fostered by P
Christ in reverence for the Law, also undoubtedly gathered 15 (
together in the upper room in Sion, the former site of the L 'Tnerzzfeg}m
Mystical Supper. With them was Mary, the Mother of Jesus. ) OFTHEHOLY SPRIT £
Since seeing their Teacher on the Mount of Olives, they had :
already been waiting ten days for the promised Comforter. Then
at the third hour, while they were at prayer, a loud noise from
heaven like a rushing mighty wind filled the whole house. Cloven
tongues of fire appeared to the Apostles and came to rest on
each head. They were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to
speak in other tongues. Thus does the Evangelist Luke, a
participant in the Christian Pentecost, narrate this event.

This unusual phenomenon drew a crowd of curious
onlookers. The Apostles then left the upper room and began to
preach Christ’s teaching, which they themselves had only that
day fully grasped. Jerusalem was full of people of different
nationalities on that festal day: great was their astonishment
when these simple and unlearned fishermen began to speak to
each in his own tongue.

Where did their wisdom come from? Who or what remade these
simple fishermen into such mighty and wise preachers that, according to the Evangelist’s words, on that
day about three thousand souls were added to them and, on the next day - following the preaching of
Peter and John - another five thousand came to believe that which only yesterday had seemed like tall
tales?

A few weeks earlier Peter, when threatened with suffering, had renounced His beloved Teacher...
And suddenly he finds the boldness to speak openly before a crowd of many thousands, fearing no one
and nothing...

Truly, in the words of the troparion, the Lord showed the fishermen to be supremely wise. With the
nets of their teaching they began to overcome the world, drawing it into their nets. Now, for nineteen and
a half centuries already, this Divine teaching has been spreading throughout the world, abundantly
bestowing the grace of God upon every thirsting soul. No obstacle could stem this tide. If this tide has
been, as it were, temporarily halted at various points in the history of the Church or in one place or
another, this was so that it could later be carried into the world with renewed force.

On this remarkable day, by sending down His Holy Spirit upon the Apostles, Christ established the
earthly Church. The Apostles became the unshakeable foundation of this Church; the whole world became
the walls of this magnificent Church; and the whole heavenly firmament became its roof.

How else, than by the grace of the Holy Spirit, can one explain how this teaching drew in humanity
with such rapidity? Despite the Jewish teachers, scribes, and Pharisees; despite cruel persecution by the
Roman Caesars — who saw a threat to their imperial power in the words of these humble fishermen -
Christ’s teaching irresistibly drew people’s hearts, even if it had seemed it would not find a response in
them. The people of those times awaited the Messiah, a mighty king and earthly savior. But the Christians,
in the words of the Apostle Paul, preached Christ crucified: a stumbling block to the Jews and foolishness
to the Greeks, but... God’s strength is made perfect in weakness; that which had seemed beyond the reach
of the wise became a mighty armament in the hands of the unlearned, feeble, but pure-hearted
fishermen, whose lot was now to be fishers of men.

We, dear brothers and sisters, are members of the victorious Church of Christ, which is for us both a great
joy and the meaning of our lives. Yet this places a great responsibility on us.

If the Apostolic preaching of the good news found a response in people’s souls and the Church
began to grow inwardly and outwardly and in width and in depth - in depth in the sense of accumulating
holiness; in width in the sense of drawing the world into its net - the enemy of Christ began from the very
first day to fight against Christ and His Church.

On the one hand, the Roman and Jewish authorities began to persecute the Apostles; on the other,
entirely non-Christian deeds began to be performed among the Christians themselves (recall Ananias and
Sapphira, who deceived the Apostles; cf. Acts 5:1-10). Later, schisms and heresies arose...

In our days, too, the Church encounters these very same difficulties: on the one hand, misunderstanding
and often mockery from those who differ from us; and, on the other, our own unworthy conduct.

After all, we are the heirs of these fishermen. We have a duty to continue their great work today, the work
of preaching Christ crucified.

It may well be that today our preaching is a stumbling block for many and foolishness to others.
We believe - we KNOW - that this teaching is sanctified by the grace of the Holy Spirit and that, according
to Christ's own promise, this magnificent temple will stand steadfast to the end of the ages.

Yet simply believing is not enough. We need not only to believe, but also to bear witness. The primary and
most convincing kind of preaching is that done by the example of our Christian lives. We should be




Christians not in name only: we are to demonstrate our fidelity to Christ and His commandments by our
entire lives.

We should keep peace and love in our hearts as the greatest of treasures; we should be imbued
with the precepts of the Gospel: to be pure in heart, to be merciful, and to be peacemakers, so that our
cleansed hearts might be capable of receiving the grace of the Holy Spirit. For He — Who descended upon
the Holy Apostles, granting them strength beyond nature - continues to sanctify the world today: “In the
Holy Spirit, every soul is quickened.”

It is up to us, and us alone, whether we will open our souls to the grace-filled breath of the Holy
Spirit; whether we will become “supremely wise fishermen.” The Lord is calling us! Can we really not hear
His voice? Be that not so!

Let us receive the Lord’s grace with a pure heart so that, as we leave church, we might joyfully cry
out with the entire Holy Church: “"We have seen the True Light, We have received the Heavenly Spirit. We
have found the True Faith. We worship the Indivisible Trinity: for He hath saved us.” Amen.

T

The PenTecosT

From the website of Transfiguration of our Lord Orthodox Church, Baltimore, MD

The real beginning of the Church, the moment of its birth, is the feast of the
Pentecost, or the Descent of the Holy Spirit upon the Apostles. On the tenth day after the
Ascension of our Lord Jesus Christ, His disciples, together with His Mother and other holy
women, and some Jews who had come to believe in Christ, - about 120 people in all, - were
gathered in a home on Mount Zion. As usual, they were spending their time in prayer and
waiting for the Holy Spirit, Whom the Lord had promised to send in His stead. All of a
sudden there was a noise from heaven, as of a rushing wind, which filled the whole house.
And there appeared tongues of fire that spread out and alit upon each person. And they
were all filled with the Holy Spirit and began speaking in other languages.

This day was the Jewish feast of the Pentecost, which commemorated the handing down of
the law on the Mount of Sinai, and because of this there were many people in Jerusalem who had
come from different lands. They heard an unusual noise in the air and started gathering near the
house where the apostles were gathered. The people were amazed to hear the apostles speak to
them of the mighty works of God in their own native tongues. Wondering, they asked each other:
“What does this mean?”, while others made fun of them, saying: “They are drunk with wine.”

Then Apostle Peter stood before the people and explained to them that knowledge of foreign
languages is not acquired through wine and that the disciples could not be accused of being drunk
at 9:00 in the morning! What had just occurred was the fulfillment of prophesies that the Holy
Spirit would descend on all those who believe in the Lord Jesus Christ. The people were deeply
moved by Apostle Peter’s words, and on that day about three thousand people were baptized. Such
was the beginning of the spreading of the Gospel, which through the holy apostles and their
disciples was spread throughout the whole world.

From the time the Holy Spirit passed over the apostles like the sound of wind, and fiery
tongues alit upon them, they became different people. From disciples they turned into apostles.
Those who had just recently run away in fear from the garden of Gethsemane, now began a world-
wide propagation of the Gospel. They were not stopped by threats, nor by torture, nor by death.
They were followed by ever new generations of witnesses and martyrs for Christ. Mighty rulers took
up arms against them, various philosophers opposed them, great temptations were put in their
path, - but crucified, burned, perishing in the arenas of gladiators, - they stood firm in the strength
of the Holy Spirit. Afterwards, turbid waves of false Christians, unworthy pastors, false teachers,
dissenters and all manner of heretics crashed over them, but nothing could destroy the Church of
Christ. Our Divine Teacher has promised us: “I shall build My Church and the gates of hell shall
not overcome it.”

And so, standing on this great day of the Pentecost in the Church of Christ, we celebrate its
establishment and its eternal triumph. Let us pray to God, especially during the reading of the
kneeling prayers, that we, too, be touched by the grace of the Holy Spirit, Who is “the treasure of all
goods and the giver of life.”



Thoughts on Pentecost

Adapted from an article by +Father Alexander Schmemann

In the Church’s annual liturgical cycle, Pentecost is “the last and great day.” It is the
celebration by the Church of the coming of the Holy Spirit as the end—the achievement and
fulfillment—of the entire history of salvation. For the same reason, however, it is also the
celebration of the beginning: it is the “birthday” of the Church as the presence among us of
the Holy Spirit, of the new life in Christ, of grace, knowledge, adoption to God and holiness.

This double meaning and double joy is revealed to us, first of all, in the very name of
the feast. Pentecost in Greek means fifty, and in the sacred biblical symbolism of numbers,
the number fifty symbolizes both the fullness of time and that which is beyond time: the
Kingdom of God itself. It symbolizes the fullness of time by its first component: 49, which is
the fullness of seven (7 x 7): the number of time. And, it symbolizes that which is beyond
time by its second component: 49 + 1, this one being the new day, the “day without
evening” of God’s eternal Kingdom. With the descent of the Holy Spirit upon Christ’s
disciples, the time of salvation, the Divine work of redemption has been completed, the
fullness revealed, all gifts bestowed: it belongs to us now to “appropriate” these gifts, to be
that which we have become in Christ: participants and citizens of His Kingdom.

At the end of the Divine Liturgy, we are invited to kneel. This is our first kneeling
since Easter. It signifies that after these fifty days of Paschal joy and fullness, of
experiencing the Kingdom of God, the Church now is about to begin her pilgrimage through
time and history. It is evening again, and the night approaches, during which temptations
and failures await us, when, more than — [ B —
anything else, we need Divine help, that i B VBB - oo r '
presence and power of the Holy Spirit, who TN S N
has already revealed to us the joyful End, who Té :‘:a*ﬂ, oft - 4
now will help us in our effort towards s thic i
fulfillment and salvation.

All this is revealed in the three prayers
which the celebrant reads now as we all kneel
and listen to him. In the first prayer, we bring
to God our repentance, our increased appeal
for forgiveness of sins, the first condition for
entering into the Kingdom of God.

In the second prayer, we ask the Holy Spirit to
help us, to teach us to pray and to follow the
true path in the dark and difficult night of our
earthly existence. Finally, in the third prayer,
we remember all those who have achieved
their earthly journey, but who are united with
us in the eternal God of Love. R R > L e

The joy of Easter has been completed P e -{Q-f _ 1' \ <.
and we again have to wait for the dawn of the H’_).- i , N - DR
Eternal Day. Yet, knowing our weakness, ; 50
humbling ourselves by kneeling, we also know the joy and the power of the Holy Sp1r1t who
has come. We know that God is with us, that in Him is our victory.

Thus, is completed the feast of Pentecost and we enter “the ordinary time” of the year.
Yet, every Sunday now will be called “after Pentecost”—and this means that it is from the
power and light of these fifty days that we shall receive our own power, the Divine help in
our daily struggle. At Pentecost we decorate our churches with flowers and green
branches—for the Church “never grows old, but is always young.” It is an evergreen, ever-
living Tree of grace and life, of joy and comfort. For the Holy Spirit— “the Treasury of
Blessings and Giver of Life—comes and abides in us, and cleanses us from all impurity,”
and fills our life with meaning, love, faith and hope.




Fcast of HoLy PeNTCCOST

The Feast of Holy Pentecost is celebrated each year on the fiftieth day after the Great and
Holy Feast of Pascha (Easter) and ten days after the T T
Feast of the Ascension of Christ. The Feast is always A a7 Wi
celebrated on a Sunday.

The Feast commemorates the descent of the
Holy Spirit upon the Apostles on the day of Pentecost,
a feast of the Jewish tradition. It also celebrates the
establishment of the Church through the preaching of
the Apostles and the baptism of the thousands who on
that day believed in the Gospel message of salvation
through Jesus Christ. The Feast is also seen as the
culmination of the revelation of the Holy Trinity.

Biblical Story

The story of Pentecost is found in the book of
The Acts of the Apostles. In Chapter two we are told
that the Apostles of our Lord were gathered together
in one place. Suddenly, a sound came from heaven like
a rushing wind, filling the entire house where they
were sitting. Then, tongues of fire appeared, and one
sat upon each one of Apostles. They were all filled
with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other
languages as directed by the Spirit (Acts 2:1-4).

This miraculous event occurred on the Jewish
Feast of Pentecost, celebrated by the Jews on the
fiftieth day after the Passover as the culmination of the Feast of Weeks (Exodus 34:22;
Deuteronomy 16:10). The Feast of Weeks began on the third day after the Passover with the
presentation of the first harvest sheaves to God, and it concluded on Pentecost with the offering
of two loaves of unleavened bread, representing the first products of the harvest (Leviticus 23:17-
20; Deuteronomy 16:9-10).

Since the Jewish Feast of Pentecost was a great pilgrimage feast, many people from
throughout the Roman Empire were gathered in Jerusalem on this day. When the people in
Jerusalem heard the sound, they came together and heard their own languages being spoken by
the Apostles (Acts 2:5-6). The people were amazed, knowing that some of those speaking were
Galileans, and not men who would normally speak many different languages. They wondered
what this meant, and some even though the Apostles were drunk (Acts 2:7-13).

Peter, hearing these remarks, stood up and addressed the crowd. He preached to the
people regarding the Old Testament prophecies about the coming of the Holy Spirit. He spoke
about Jesus Christ and His death and glorious Resurrection. Great conviction fell upon the
people, and they asked the Apostles, "What shall we do?" Peter said to them, "Repent, and let
every one of you be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins; and you shall
receive the gift of the Holy Spirit" (Acts 2:38-39).

The Bible records that on that day about three thousand were baptized. Following, the
book of Acts states that the newly baptized continued daily to hear the teaching of the Apostles,
as the early Christians met together for fellowship, the breaking of bread, and for prayer. Many
wonderful signs and miracles were done through the Apostles, and the Lord added to the Church
daily those who were being saved (Acts 2:42-47).
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And my M ather will love him, and we will come to him and make our home with
him’ [Jo}m 14.23]. Mg friends, consider the greatness of this solemn feast that
commemorates ( 30d’s coming as a guest into our hearts! |f some rich and
influential friend were to come to your home, you would Promptly put it all in
order forfear something there mig%t offend 9our1crienci’s eyes when he came in.
Let all of us then who are Preparing our inner homes for God cleanse them of

angthing our Wrongcloing has brought into them.” st. Gregory Dialogos



