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Sunday 20 September 2026
Martyr Sozon of Cilicia
Epistle: 2 Corinthians 6:1-10 (Sunday) Galatians 6:11-18 (before Cross)
Gospel: Matthew 25:14-30 (Sunday) John 3:13-17 (before Cross)

Tone Seven
The Schedule oi Divine Services for the Week is as Follows:
20 Sept (SUN) 16t Sunday after Pentecost 27 Sept (SUN) FEAST OF THE ELEVATION OF THE HOLY
Chanting of the 3¢ Hour 9:15am CROSS (STRICT FAST DAY!)
Divine Liturgy of St John Chrysostom 9:30am Chanting of the 3¢ Hour 9:15am
25" Anniv blessing Michael & Tamera Barnaba Divine Liturgy of St John Chrysostom 9:30am
Coffee Social/special meeting to follow Coffee Social to follow
21 Sept (Mon) Nativity of the Theotokos
Divine Liturgy of St John Chrysostom 9:30am
Breakfast at Tally-Ho to follow
26 Sept (Sat) Saturday before Elevation of the Cross
Great Vespers 5pm
Announcements:

Confessions be heard by appointment. Please contact Fr Peter to schedule. All faithful are encouraged to
come to the Sacrament every 8-10 weeks, on average, to help maintain spiritual health. If you have not been
to Confession since the Great Fast (or longer) consider contacting FrPeter to schedule an appointment.

Fr Peter will be away from the office from Wednesday afternoon until Thursday evening to attend the funeral
services for +Pani Sharon Holowaty in Johnstown. Any calls texts or emails will not be responded to until he
gets back into the office on Friday morning.

Soup Sale season is almost upon us! The dates for the first three will be 18 October, 15 November and 13
December. More details beginning the first Sunday in October.

As we enter the last quarter of the year, please take a close look at the parish prayer list. If there are any
names that need to be added or removed, please contact FrPeter to make any adjustments. Thank you.

Note to our Coffee Social hosts: please do not reassemble the coffee pots when the components are still wet.
Simply leave them on the counter to full dry. Thank you!

St Mark Orthodox Church on River Rd is sponsoring their Folk Dance Night on Friday 25 September from 7-
10pm. There is a flier on the bulletin board with more information and a QR code for RSVP.

Flowers are donated this week by Tom & Amy Koval in memory of +Mary & +Thomas Koval (Memory
Eternal!)
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Grumbling begets grumbling and dox01059 begets doxologg.
When someone doesn’t grumble over a Problem troubling him, rasen N - e
but rather Praises (God, the devil gets frustrated and goes off
to someone else who grumbles, in order to cause evergthing to

gOo even worse for him. You see, the more one grumbles, the

more one falls into ruin.
St Paisios of the Holy Mountain



CANDLE OFFERINGS

Eternal Light: in memory of Daria on 10" Anniv of Repose-Lois (Memory Eternall)
Vigil Candles Offered For the Living- (Many Years! Mnohaja L’ita!)

2-special intention-love Mom & Dad
Jonathan & Lara; Stephanie
1-health of Melanie-love Alex
1-health of Alex-love Melanie
1-health & special intention John & Marie Smith,
Georgene & Ray Ammon, Fr Peter & Pafii Bernadette,
Alex Zarynow, Marie Skasko, Fr John & Pani Marge
Fedornock, Lois Erhard, Charlie & Debi Myers, Chris
Fallon, Barbara Homick, All parishioners of HROC-Carol
Miller
2-for health-Sheila
HROC parishioners; Family members
3-special intention-Sheila
Fr. Peter & family; Diocesan Priests & their families;
OCMC Missionaries
1-health of children & grandchildren-Tom & Amy
1-health of Chris Fallon-Michael, Kathleen, John & Anna
1-health & sp int Taina Ferguson-love Craig
1-health & sp int. Taina-love Debbie & Greg
2-special intention-brother George
Archbishop Michael; Barbara & Harold Harrington
1-special intention Metropolitan Gregory-George
Dahulich
13-for health-George Dahulich
Archbishop Michael; Fr. Tom Kadlec; Fr. Jim Dutko;
Chris Fallon; Charlie Myers; Barbara Harrington; Parii
Kathy Dutko; Alex Zarynow; Emily Dzubak; Katherine
Chow; Psa. Diana Acsente; Fr. John & Parii Marie
Brancho; Georgia Wimberly
3-happy birthday-George Dahulich
Catherine Roberts; Fr. Matthew Moriak; Angela Luchini
2-happy anniversary-George Dahulich
Robbie & Alexandra Buck; Dan & Faith Breno
1-health of Savannah, Chloe, Caroline, Christopher,
Natalie, Cole, Parker Ray-love Grandparents
20-health & special intention-John & Marie Smith
Melanie Samson; Carol Miller; Barbara Homick; Marie
Skasko; Georgene & Ray Ammon; Fr Tom & Parii
Linda Kadlec; FrJohn & Parii Marge Fedornock;
FrPeter & Parii Bernadette; FrJohn & Parii Eleanor
Pribish; Eleanor Breno; Charlie Myers; Lois Erhard;
FrJohn & Parii Marie Brancho; Parii Jean Hutnyan;
Chris Fallon, Jeanne Delasko; Andrea Dzubak; Maig &
Violette; Blaire & Tatiana; Melissa

1-world peace-John & Marie Smith
6-special intentions-the Breno Family
Breno Family; Fedornock Families; Peart Family;
Nakonecznyj Family; Zankey Family; Fabian Family
1-for all who are ill-the Breno Family
1-happy anniv Mom & Dad-the Breno Family
1-for our happy 35" anniversary-Dan & Faith
2-for health-the Breno Family
Nadya & baby; all who are ill
2-specail intention-Mom & Dad
Brian, Angela & Dominic; Stephen
11-for health & special intention-Mark & Marie
Nancy Shields; Mike Czap,; Skeets & Beth; Carol
Miller; Ray & Georgene Ammon; Eleanor Breno;
Frdohn & Parnii Marge; FrPeter & Parii Bernadette;
Chris & Mike Fallon; Susan & Dan Zelensky; Reggie
Mervine
1-for health Skeets & Beth, Carol Miller, Michael, Dan-
Charlie & Debi Myers
2-specail intention Jacob & Joey-love Mom & Dad
1-health & healing Hayley, Bob, Peggy and Bruce, Carol
Miller, Chris Fallon, AnneMarie, Pani Jean, Ray Ammon,
Tom Delare, Jordan; Nancy Hall; Nick & Janet-Lois
1-for health Savannah & Parker, Caroline, Natalie, Karen
K, Jeanne Delasko, Barbara Homick, Georgene, Debbie
Delare, Julie Williams, Pam, Sharon-Lois
1-happy anniv Craig &Savanah-Lois
1-happy 80" birthday cousin MaryAnn-Lois
3-health & wellbeing-Olga Vovk
Artem, Andrey, Lidia, Tatiana, Natalia, Konstantin, Eva
and George; Lubov, Michail, Ilvan, Mark, Alexandra,
Anastasia, Ludmila, Vasili, Maxim; Sofia, Sergei, Eva,
Matthew, Timothy, Yulia, Dru, and Alex, Arkadii. Irina
and their children and grandchildren
1-health & safety Natalie, Konstantin, Eugenia, George-
Olga Vovk
1-health of Breno & Peart Families-Mom B

Vigil Candles In Loving Memory: (Memory Eternal! Vicnaja Pamjat!)

1+in loving memory of Les-love Carol
1+in memory Mother & Father—Carol Miller
1+In loving memory of Chris Hudack, Grandparents,
Bettie Searfoss, Myrtle Miller, John Hudack,
John Hrapchak, John Homick, Marge Tomasevich-Carol
Miller
1+in loving memory of Tom, Ann & Chrysa Thear-Taina &
Craig
2+loving memory-the Fallons
Bishop Matthias & Parni Jeannette;
Anna & John Luchok
1+in memory of parents Helen & Larry Rowland-Diane
1+in memory grandparents Helen & Peter Sedlar-Diane
1+Memory Eternal Parents/Grandparents-Koval Family
1+Memory Eternal Uncle George, Aunt Marge & Uncle
Tony- Koval Family
2+Memory Eternal-love Alex, Melanie
parents Michael & Elaine; parents John & Katherine
7+in memory-Sheila
John; Dad Kraynok; Mom Kraynok; Charles Hrapchak;
Anna Hrapchak; Evelyn Hrapchak; Irene Dzubak

1+In loving memory of Metro-Love, Joan and Family
1+in loving memory of parents Peter & Ann Dahulich-
love son George
1+loving memory of Nikolai Mushegian-love Mom & Dad
1+for soul's peace, mercy & entry into paradise-Olga V
Vladimir, Lidia, Pavel, Nina, Vladimir, Anatol,
Maria, Rafael, Germina, Maxim, Anna, Irene, Sergei,
Irina, Tatiana, Natalia, Olga, Konstantin, Leonid, Anna,
Izot, Nina, Natalia, Afanasii, Lidia, Anastasia, Fedor
2+in memory-Mark & Marie Sudik
Mom; Irene Dzubak
1+loving memory Grandpa, Grammy, Irene Dzubak -
Charlie & Debi Myers
1+in memory Irene Dzubak-John & Marie Smith
2+in memory-Lois
Grandfather Peter Fitzurka; Aunts Dolly & Margaret

Being our parish, and we as its faithful, are a part of t

parish member (who is over 18 years of age and not a full-@me undergraduate student or in first term of military
service) has been assessed $86.00 this year to support the work of the Diocese (Seminary, Camp Nazareth, etc.)
and administraZon. Please make sure that this commitment is handed in by no later than Sunday 24 October.
You may contact Debi Myers if you need to check if you are up to date.




Please pray for the following: Metropolitan Gregory; Fr. Frank & Pani Connie Miloro; Fr Stephen & Pani Daria
Loposky, Pani Betty Jean Baranik; Fr Michael Rustik; Fr. Mark Leasure; Fr. John Fencik; Fr. Paul Stoll; Fr. Robert &
Pani Peggy Teklinski; Dn. Peter Skoog & family; Fr James & Pani Kathy Dutko; Fr. Gregory Allard; Pani Linda Barriger;
Fr. James Gleason, Fr. Luke Mihaly; Hieromonk Michael; Fr Thomas & Pani Linda Kadlec; Fr Stephen Krivonak; Fr
David Smoley; Pani Annamarie Slovesko; Pani Patricia Duranko; Fr John & Pani Cindy Zboyovski, Pani MaryMargaret
Conjelko; FrJohn & Pani Eleanor Pribish; Fr John Mikitish; Pani Karen Miklos; Pani Marie Brancho; Panii Jean
Hutnyan; Fr David & Pani Paula Kossy; Fr Edward Pehanich; Fr Andrew Fetchina; SGT Joey Myers; SGT Alexander
Zarynow; Beth & Ed ‘Skeets’ Williams; Carol Miller; Dorothy Mastronicola; Tony Zankey; Justin Popek; Florence
Gregoric, James & Melody Peyton; Carol Blum, Alexi Williams, Missy Johns, Susan Buckley, Constance Amey,
James Lazor, Debbie Dell; Grace Yoon; Michael Dinneen; Joan Detwiler; Joan Kondratick; Barbara Homick; Jim
David & Jeanne Delasko; Melanie Samson; Laura Gary; Richard & Wendy Sulich; James Durachko; Randi CaZ alle,
Hayley Marshall, Jon Green, Marylane, Kyle & Rosie Brant, Alicia, Stephen Brancho; Emily; MaryMargaret; Thomas
& Deborah Delare; Diana Hannan; Devan Merrill; Bob Fitzurka; Olga Vovk; Lela; Carly; Robert; Vic Fitzwater; Taina
Ferguson; Olya Romanova; Luke Grilith; Richard Durachko; Jennifer Haire; Simon, Alla; Artem Vovk; Charles
Arnhold; Danielle V; Debbie Aumen; David Bulko; Bill Finken; Angelo Taveira-DaSilva, Andrew S.; Natalie Z;
Stephen Hutnyan; Dayton Naugle; Cassidy Riselvato; Phillip Trivett; Camila Bonilla; Hilary Soperak; Ray Rushnak;
Christine Sakmar; Joel F, Frank, Jordan, Ruth Moore; Hudson Kennedy; Ray Ammon; Stephan B, Jacob C; Michael
Myers, Andrea Dzubak, Tony Pena, Lucile, Dan Breno, Sbdn Alex Breno, Blaire Zarynow & Tatiana, Sofia Sabriova &
son, Kaitin Alfaro & son, Christine & Abigale, Karen Kaczmarek, Larry Pinckney, Vasilios Moschonas, Nadya Breno
& baby, Barbara & James Farnan, Gail Cushing

May Our Lord Jesus Christ Touch Them with His Healing Hand!!

Pmyer For The Priesthood

O Lord Jesus Christ, Good Shepherd of Your sheep, light the fire of ardent love in the
hearts of all Your priests, that they may ever and in all things seek only Your glory.
Remember especially, Lord, our Metropolitan Gregory, and our spiritual fathers who are
laboring in Your vineyard for the salvation of all those whom You have entrusted to them.
Remember also, O Lord, our priests and deacons, especially Fr Edward Pehanich, Fr
John Pribish & Fr Deacon Art Steinstra and our Diocesan Seminarians Fr. Peter
Sodini, Fr. Maximus Cannaverde, Dn Bradley Shaffer, Reader John Fedornock lll,
Nicholas Cizin, Spyridon Raburn, Clay Wood, Gabriel Saldana, David Miazga and
Ignatius Dixon. Reader Ignatios Leonardo is in adminstration
Make their lives as holy as the word they preach. Keep them from being

' : . discouraged. Hear their prayers for our salvation. Give them wisdom and courage to
proclaim Your truth. Make them priests after Your own heart. For You are a merciful God who loves us, and to
You we give glory, together with Your eternal Father and Your all-holy, good and life-giving Spirit, now and ever
and forever. Amen.
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STEWARDSHIP KEPORT dogust 2026

August Treasurer’s Report
Non-Designated Fund Balance, 7/31/26 $ 63,644.11

$ (1,465.19)
$ 62,178.92
Income $ 12,224.07
Expenses $ -13,689.26
$ - 1,465.19
Non-Designated Fund Balance $62,178.92
Loss in August: -$ 1,465.19

Extra Expenses:

1,570-National Sobor

High utilities due to July & August temps
Maintenance was $500+

CUMULATIVE YEAR TO DATE

Income $137,262.38
Expenses $138,085.76
Loss YEAR TO DATE -$ 823.38

Attendance and Communicants August2026:
02 Aug: 44/40 23 Aug: 56/45

09 Aug: 44/37 30 Aug: 50/38

16 Aug: 42/35



Don’t Judge Priests

+Archimandrite Arsenie

Criticism is allowed, but passing judgement upon priests isn’t. As the saying goes, to criticize
someone or someone’s work is to put a wreath upon it [and that is a good thing]. But to judge a
person belonging to the clergy, to judge in a context where everyone tends to criticize precisely
because the clergy are the ones who emanate the power and Grace of God and everyone points at
them all the time... well, let us not forget they are
human, too. Moreover, they have the possibility to
save themselves more easily than you, because
they have the Grace and the Church mysteries and
works/duties than have been given to them — and
last but not least, they must have some
conscience, too!, don’t you think?

And let me tell you this — no clergyman
becomes so without the will of God. God directs
such a person’s life.

But we are going back to our earlier point:
we tend to criticize everyone else but ourselves!
Think about it — when you go up there and meet
Christ and it is shown that you judged the priest —
that he did that instead of the other, or whatever.
Things of that sort... so what you did was to judge
the priest’s deeds and movements through life and
that is a big mistake.

I’'m telling you this once again: no matter what sort of cup you drink your wine from — whether
it's crystal or pottery, it's still wine that you're drinking. One drinks wine from the Holy Chalice, which
contains the Holy Blood and Body of our Saviour. Because it is not the priest’s worthiness that is
responsible for the wonderful transformations that take place then, when the wine changes into the
Holy Blood and the bread into the Holy Body of Christ — but God’s Grace!

So, whether he is worthy or unworthy, the priest’'s work depends on Grace, not on anything
else. So don’t rush to judge him, because you’'re making an enormous mistake. And here | must get
back to a previous question — you should not judge anyone, not even some terrible murderer — let
alone a priest! Why should you intrude in his life so! You will be condemned much more seriously
because of that. You have come to Christ? Pray to Christ, to help him.

My dear ones, | repeat: we are responsible for all the mistakes that are done in this world — we
are personally responsible for them, every one of us. There. So we must have this attitude of
sacrifice. Because the Mystery of man’s salvation, for every one of us is carried out on the Cross.
What we should understand from that is that the Cross is the earth’s greatest gift, of the greatest
utility.

So what should your “sacrifice” be? Sacrifice your judging the other one because of some
mistake s/he has made. And if you go as far as judging people within the Church wherein dwells the
Grace of God and you judge the priest, you are making a terrible, terrible mistake! Make it a habit, all
of you, to see Christ when you look at the Church, because there’s a prayer that the priest reads
which goes like this: “because You are the One Who brings, the One Who brings Yourself, the One
Who is received, and the One Who is shared.” So what is the priest if he is in charge with such
things? ...It's like... “Yes, but without you, my priest, | cannot do these things”, Christ replies — not
without the Grace of priesthood. And, ok, maybe that guy isn’t a terribly sophisticated person, as a
priest, but he does have the Grace, and that is a divine thing. So you condemn yourself terribly if you
judge him. He is responsible for his deeds; but you, on the other hand, you will be held terribly
responsible for your deeds and his deeds, too, because you have judged him.

There was this great hermit who one day, received the visit of a believer from his village, who
had come to see him in the wilderness. In the hermit’s village was this very sinful man. The hermit
asked the visitor: “Has that X fellow changed his ways or he’s just as | used to know him?” The man
answered: “He hasn’t changed, Father.” And the hermit uttered only an: “Oh!” The next day, an angel
came to the hermit and asked him: “God has sent me to ask you: where should He put the soul of that
man, who just died last night — in Heaven or in Hell? Because you have judged him.” The hermit
lamented and repented for the rest of his life to receive a sign of God'’s forgiveness and still had none.
And the man that he had judged had been a big sinner indeed! But he had judged him.

“God, please, have mercy for him. God, please protect him.”, he should have said instead. |
repeat and | stress this, and please forgive me for being repetitive: WE are guilty for the other
people’s mistakes. The whole tragedy of humanity depends on the mess in our own lives.

Continued on next page



Because if one talks about love, it's love! There is no going around it. Look at things as they
truly are. It's like: | am a human being, with hands, fingers etc, there is no question about it
whatsoever. With a heart, too! One cannot go around these things. The Christian teaching is about
the integrity of the human being. So we are not to negotiate a whole series of things that can pull us
behind — or stall our lives. I'm telling you — this judging of others that we do is so serious that (I think |
have written it somewhere, too) | believe that most of the souls who are in hell are people who have
badmouthed others. They all excuse themselves by saying: “But I'm not the only one who
badmouths.” or: “Doesn’t s/he deserve to be judged?” No. If someone is guilty, you, too, are guilty for
his guilt, because you haven’t prayed for him — and, of course, if you have judged him, you have
made an even bigger mistake.

F++++++++++++F++++ A+
The author: Archimandrite Arsenie (Papacioc), was one of the oldest and most respected of the
elders still living in Romania. He was a representative of that golden era of Romanian spiritual fathers
of the twentieth century who have no equal in their fervency of faith, and experience in asceticism in
the austere conditions of an uninhabited desert. He is like an abba of the ancient patericons (the
writing of the Fathers), possessing experience combined with spiritual wisdom, a refined
understanding of the secrets of the human soul, and a remarkable literary gift. Elder Arsenie labored
in asceticism in the impenetrable forests of the Romanian mountains, together with Fr. Cleopa (llie),
was persecuted by the god-hating authorities, and was imprisoned for his faith. He was the father-
confessor of the monastery of St. Mary in Tekigroul, near Constanci. The wise Romanian elder, who
would have turned 97 on August 11, 2011, reposed in the Lord on July 19, 2011.
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MARTYR SOZON OF CiLiCid

Commemorated 07/20 September

Saint Sozon lived in the late 111 century. He was from Lykaonia in Cilicia, and originally his name was
Tarasios. When he became a Christian, he was baptized and received the name Sozon. A shepherd by
profession, he tried to imitate the meekness of the sheep, at which he marveled. “I am ashamed,” he said, “that I
am inferior to sheep.”

He studied the Holy Scriptures attentively, and he also guided Christ‘s |
rational sheep to good pastures. One day, while watering his flock at a spring, BE /
Sozon fell asleep under an oak tree, where he had a vision which foretold his o, //
impending martyrdom for Christ. He was also informed that the spring would "
become a source of blessing and of healing for many, since it would be
sanctified by God‘s grace. When he awakened, he entrusted his flock to
another shepherd and journeyed to Pompeiopolis in Cilicia. Seeing what
impiety there was in that city, his heart was profoundly grieved.

Entering one of the temples of the idolaters, he beheld a golden statue
representing a pagan “god.” Then, with great courage, he broke off the statue‘s
right hand with his shepherd*‘s crook and smashed it into tiny pieces, which he
distributed to the poor. This caused a great uproar in the city. Maximian, the
governor of Cilicia, became very angry, and a search was made to find the
culprit. Many innocent people were arrested and tortured in an attempt to force
a confession from them.

When Saint Sozon heard about this, he could not permit others to suffer ‘ /
for something he had done. Therefore, he presented himself before the governor and responded to hIS threats in
a calm manner, saying that the statue was not doing anyone much good inside the temple, and so he used the
gold for the benefit of the poor.

Maximian asked the Saint how he dared to dishonor their “god” in such a way. Sozon replied, “I did this
so that you might know that your ‘god’ is powerless. When | struck off his hand, he did not protest or make any
attempt to stop me, nor did he cry out with pain. How could he? Your idol is deaf and dumb and without breath.
It cannot see, hear, speak, or defend itself. If your ‘god’ was real, | would not have been permitted to break it.”

When Maximian heard these words, he ordered that Saint Sozon be tortured without mercy. He was
suspended and his body was raked with iron claws. Then iron boots were nailed to the soles of his feet, and he
was paraded through the city. Throughout his torments, he never ceased to glorify the Savior Christ. Once again
he was suspended from a tree and beaten with iron rods, so that his body was mangled and his bones were
broken. Amid such torture, the Saint surrendered his soul to God in the year 304.

Seeing that he was dead, the soldiers took him down from the tree and built a large fire to burn his body
so that the Christians would not be able to claim it and venerate it. Suddenly, there was thunder and lightning,
rain and hail, which put out the fire. The pagans fled in fear, and the holy relics were not damaged. The faithful
came at midnight, when it was very dark. They were troubled because they could not find the relics, but a light
from Heaven shone upon Christ‘s holy martyr to guide them. Gathering the Saint‘s relics, the Christians gave
them an honorable burial.

Many miracles took place at the tomb, and also at the spring where the Saint had his vision under the
oak tree. Later, a church was built by the spring, and was dedicated to Saint Sozon. In that holy place praise was
offered to the one true God, the Father, and the Son, and the Holy Spirit, to Whom be glory throughout all the
ages. Amen.




FEAST OF THE HATHVETY OF OUR MOST HOLY LADY,
THE THEOTOROS AND CUCR-UIRGIN (MARY

September 8/21

The Most Holy Virgin Mary was born at a time when people had reached such a degree of
moral decay that it seemed altogether impossible to restore them. People often said that God must
come into the world to restore faith and not permit the ruin of mankind.

The Son of God chose to take on human nature for the salvation of mankind, and chose as His
Mother the All-Pure Virgin Mary, who alone was worthy to give birth to the Source of purity and
holiness.

The Nativity of Our Most Holy Lady Theotokos and Ever Virgin Mary is celebrated by the
Church as a day of universal joy. Within the context of the Old and the New Testaments, the Most
Blessed Virgin Mary was born on this radiant day, having been chosen before the ages by Divine
Providence to bring about the Mystery of the Incarnation of the Word of God. She is revealed as the
Mother of the Savior of the World, Our Lord Jesus Christ.

The Most Holy Virgin Mary
was born in the small city of Galilee,
Nazareth. Her parents were
Righteous Joachim of the tribe of the
Prophet-King David, and Anna from
the tribe of the First Priest Aaron. The
couple was without child, since St
Anna was barren.

Having reached old age,
Joachim and Anna did not lose hope
in God’s mercy. They had strong faith
that for God everything is possible,
and that He would be able to
overcome the barrenness of Anna
even in her old age, as He had once
overcame the barrenness of Sarah,
spouse of the Patriarch Abraham. Sts
Joachim and Anna vowed to dedicate
the child which the Lord might give
them, to the service of God in the
Temple.

Childlessness was considered among the Hebrew nation as a Divine punishment for sin, and
therefore the righteous Sts Joachim and Anna had to endure abuse from their own countrymen. On
one of the feast days at the Temple in Jerusalem the elderly Joachim brought his sacrifice to offer to
God, but the High Priest would not accept it, considering him to be unworthy since he was childless.

St Joachim in deep grief went into the wilderness, and there he prayed with tears to the Lord
for a child. St Anna wept bitterly when she learned what had happened at the Jerusalem Temple.
Never once did she complain against the Lord, but rather she prayed to ask God’s mercy on her
family.

The Lord fulfilled her petitions when the pious couple had attained to extreme old age and
prepared themselves by virtuous life for a sublime calling: to be the parents of the Most Holy Virgin
Mary, the future Mother of the Lord Jesus Christ.

The Archangel Gabriel brought Joachim and Anna the joyous message that their prayers were
heard by God, and of them would be born a most blessed daughter Mary, through Whom would come
the Salvation of all the World.

The Most Holy Virgin Mary surpassed in purity and virtue not only all mankind, but also the
angels. She was manifest as the living Temple of God, so the Church sings in its festal hymns: “the
East Gate... bringing Christ into the world for the salvation of our souls” (2nd Stikhera on “Lord, |
Have Cried”, Tone 6).

The Nativity of the Theotokos marks the change of the times when the great and comforting
promises of God for the salvation of the human race from slavery to the devil are about to be fulfilled.
This event has brought to earth the grace of the Kingdom of God, a Kingdom of Truth, piety, virtue
and everlasting life. The Theotokos is revealed to all of us by grace as a merciful Intercessor and
Mother, to Whom we have recourse with filial devotion.




