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Sunday 17 May 2025 
Sixth Sunday of Pascha/Sunday of the Blind Man 

Virgin-martyr Pelagia of Tarsus 
Epistle:  Acts of the Apostles 16:16-34 

Gospel: John 9:1-38 
Tone Five 

 
 

Sunday 24 May 2025 
Seventh Sunday of Pascha/Fathers of the First 

Ecumenical Council 
Holy Equals-to-the-Apostles Methodius & Cyril, first 

teachers of the Slavs 
Epistle:  Acts of the Apostles 20:16-18, 28-36 

Gospel: John 17:1-13 
Tone Six

The Schedule of Divine Services for the Week is as Follows: 
17 May (SUN) 6th Paschal Sunday 
Chanting of the 3rd Hour 9:10am 
Singing of the Paschal Verses 9:25am 
Divine Liturgy of St. John Chrysostom 9:30am 
Coffee Social/Special Meeting to follow 
21 May (Thu) FEAST OF THE ASCENSION OF OUR LORD 
Divine Liturgy of St. John Chrysostom 9:30am 
Coffee Social to follow 
24 May (SUN) 7th Sunday of Pascha 
Chanting of the 3rd Hour 9:15am 
Divine Liturgy of St. John Chrysostom 9:30am 
Coffee Social to follow 

27 May (Wed) 7th Wednesday of Pascha 
Divine Liturgy of St. John Chrysostom 9:30am 
Coffee Social to follow 
31 May (SUN) FEAST OF THE DECESNT OF THE HOLY 
SPIRIT (HOLY PENTECOST) 
Chanting of the 3rd Hour 9:15am 
Divine Liturgy of St. John Chrysostom 9:30am 
     Kneeling Prayers  
Coffee Social to follow 
 
 
 

Announcements: 
Confessions be heard by appointment.  Please contact Fr Peter to schedule.  All faithful are 
encouraged to come to the Sacrament every 8­10 weeks, on average, to help maintain spiritual 
health.  
 
There is still no kneeing in prayer at home or in church until the beginning of the Divine Liturgy on 
Pentecost Sunday (this year, 31 May) 
 
There will be a special “one topic” meeting of the Parish of Holy Resurrection Orthodox Church during 
Coffee Social today, Sunday 17 May.  The reason for the meeting is the discussion and vote to 
approve the painting of the interior of the church and hall, including office, utility room and closets.  
Please plan to stay for the meeting.  Those in good spiritual and financial standing will have a voice 
and a vote at the meeting.  
 
Thank you to “Chef Tim” and all the gentlemen of the parish for hosting the annual Mother’s Day 
breakfast last week.  It was truly a wonderful part of everyone’s Mother’s Day celebration.   

Many Years! Christ is Risen!  Mnohaja L’ita! Christos Voskrese! 
 

The Annual Altar Boy Retreat will take place at Christ the Saviour Seminary in Johnstown from 28 
June­01 July.  Registration is now open.  Note: Fr Peter will not be able to be in attendance, but if 
any of our boys are attending, we will do what we can to arrange other transportation. 
 
For your summer grilling (or however you like it): we still have Kolbassi from Froelich’s Meat Market 
in Johnstown.  It is in the freezer, packed in quantities of 3­, 4­ & 5­pound packages and is being sold 
for $6.00/pound.  If you wish to purchase any, please see Nick Dzubak during Coffee Social.  If 
paying by check, please make checks payable to “Nicholas Dzubak”    
 
Flowers on the Altar are donated this week for the health & special intention of  
Matthew Muhlenberg on his 21st birthday, love Mom & Dad   Many Years! Christ is Risen! 



candle offerıngs 
Eternal Light: Happy Birthday Marie Skasko­Lois (Many Years! Christ is Risen!) 

Vigil Candles Offered For the Living­ (Many Years!  Mnohaja L’ita!) 
2­special intention­love Mom & Dad 
   Jonathan & Lara; Stephanie 
1­health of Melanie­love Alex 
1­health of Alex­love Melanie 
1­health & special intention John & Marie Smith, 
Georgene & Ray Ammon, Fr Peter & Paňi Bernadette, 
Alex Zarynow, Marie Skasko, Fr John & Paňi Marge 
Fedornock, Lois Erhard, Charlie & Debi Myers, Chris 
Fallon, Barbara Homick, All parishioners of HROC­Carol 
Miller 
2­for health­Sheila 
    HROC parishioners; Family members 
3­special intention­Sheila 
    Fr. Peter & family; Diocesan Priests & their families;  
    OCMC Missionaries 
1­health of children & grandchildren­Tom & Amy 
1­health of Chris Fallon­Michael, Kathleen, John & Anna 
2­special intention­brother George 
    Archbishop Michael; Barbara & Harold Harrington 
1­special intention Metropolitan Gregory­George 
Dahulich 
13­for health­George Dahulich 

 Archbishop Michael; Fr. Tom Kadlec; Fr. Jim Dutko; 
Chris Fallon; Charlie Myers; Barbara Harrington; Paňi 
Kathy Dutko; Alex Zarynow; Emily Dzubak; Katherine 
Chow; Psa. Diana Acsente; Fr. John & Paňi Marie 
Brancho; Georgia Wimberly 

2­happy birthday­George Dahulich 
    Matthew Muhlenberg; Marie Skasko 
2­happy anniversary­George Dahulich 
   Angelo & Linda Taveira­DaSilva; Donny & Debbie  
   Boyd 
1­health of Savannah, Chloe, Caroline, Christopher,   
   Natalie, Cole, Parker Ray­love Grandparents 
20­health & special intention­John & Marie Smith 

Melanie Samson; Carol Miller; Barbara Homick; Marie 
Skasko; Georgene & Ray Ammon; Fr Tom & Paňi 
Linda Kadlec; FrJohn & Paňi Marge Fedornock; 
FrPeter & Paňi Bernadette; FrJohn & Paňi Eleanor 
Pribish; Eleanor Breno; Charlie Myers; Lois Erhard; 
FrJohn & Paňi Marie Brancho; Paňi Jean Hutnyan; 
Chris Fallon, Jeanne Delasko; Andrea DeFrancesco; 
Maig & baby; Blaire & Tatiana; Reggie Murvine  

1­world peace­John & Marie Smith 
1­Happy Mother’s Day to all HROC mothers, 
grandmothers, godmothers, aunts & sisters­John & 
Marie Smith 
6­special intentions­the Breno Family   
   Breno Family; Fedornock Families; Peart Family;  
   Nakonecznyj Family; Zankey Family; Fabian Family  
1­happy birthday Alex­the Breno Family 
1­for those who are ill­the Breno Family 
1­for our mothers on Mother’s Day­the Breno Family 
1­safe travels­the Breno Family 
2­specail intention­Mom & Dad 
    Brian, Angela & Dominic; Stephen 
11­for health & special intention­Mark & Marie 

Nancy Shields; Mike Czap; Skeets & Beth; Carol 
Miller; Ray & Georgene Ammon; Eleanor Breno; 
FrJohn & Paňi Marge; FrPeter & Paňi Bernadette; 
Chris & Mike Fallon; Susan & Dan Zelensky; Reggie 
Mervine  

5­for health­Charlie, Debi, Jacob & Joey 
    Grandpa; Skeets; Carol Miller; Michael; Dan 
2­specail intention Jacob & Joey­love Mom & Dad 
1­health & healing Hayley, Bob, Peggy and Bruce, Carol 
Miller, Chris Fallon, AnneMarie, Paňi Jean, Ray Ammon, 
Tom Delare, Jordan; Nancy Hall­Lois 
1­for health Savannah & Parker, Caroline, Natalie, Karen 
K, Jeanne Delasko, Barbara Homick, Georgene, Debbie 
Delare, Julie Williams, Pam, Sharon­Lois 
1­happy anniv. Debbie & Donny­Lois 
1anniv blessings Jill & Mike Tonti­Rose Plowchin 
3­health & wellbeing­Olga Vovk 
Artem, Andrey, Lidia, Tatiana, Natalia, Konstantin, Eva 
and George; Lubov, Michail, Ivan, Mark, Alexandra, 
Anastasia, Ludmila, Vasili, Maxim; Sofia, Sergei, Eva, 
Matthew, Timothy, Yulia, Dru, and Alex, Arkadii. Irina 
and their children and grandchildren 

1­health & safety Natalie, Konstantin, Eugenia, George­
Olga Vovk 
1­health & wellness of Dennis, Vladislav, Irina, Alla & 
Julia­Irina Panfilov 
2­for health­Paňi Jean Hutnyan 
    Muhlenberg Family; Hutnyan Family 
 

Vigil Candles In Loving Memory: (Memory Eternal! Vicnaja Pamjat!) 
1+in loving memory of Les­love Carol 
1+in memory Mother & Father–Carol Miller 
1+In loving memory of Chris Hudack, Grandparents,  
 Bettie Searfoss, Myrtle Miller, John Hudack,  
 John Hrapchak, John Homick, Marge Tomasevich­Carol 
Miller  
1+in loving memory of Tom, Ann & Chrysa Thear­Taina & 
   Craig 
2+loving memory­the Fallons  
    Bishop Matthias & Paňi Jeannette;  
    Anna & John Luchok  
1+in memory of parents Helen & Larry Rowland­Diane 
1+in memory grandparents Helen & Peter Sedlar­Diane  
1+Memory Eternal Parents/Grandparents­Koval Family 
1+Memory Eternal Uncle George, Aunt Marge & Uncle 
Tony­ Koval Family 
2+Memory Eternal­love Alex, Melanie 
    parents Michael & Elaine; parents John & Katherine 
6+in memory­Sheila   
    John; Dad Kraynok; Mom Kraynok; Charles Hrapchak;  
    Anna Hrapchak; Evelyn Hrapchak 
1+In loving memory of Metro­Love, Joan and Family  

1+in loving memory of parents Peter & Ann Dahulich­
love son George 
1+loving memory of Nikolai Mushegian­love Mom & Dad 
1+for soul’s peace, mercy & entry into paradise­Olga V 

Vladimir, Lidia, Pavel, Nina, Vladimir, Anatol, 
Maria, Rafael, Germina, Maxim, Anna, Irene, Sergei, 
Irina, Tatiana, Natalia, Olga, Konstantin, Leonid, Anna, 
Izot, Nina, Natalia, Afanasii, Lidia, Anastasia, Fedor 

1+in memory of Mom­Mark & Marie Sudik 
2+in memory­Charlie, Debi, Jacob & Joey 
    Grammy; Irene Dzubak 
1+in memory Irene Dzubak­John & Marie Smith 
1+in memory Irene Dzubak­Mark & Marie 
3+in memory­Paňi Jean Hutnyan 
     Mom & Dad; Fr Andrew; Fr George Hutnyan 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Please pray for the following:  Metropolitan Gregory; Fr. Frank & Paňi Connie Miloro; Fr Stephen & Paňi Daria 
Loposky, Paňi Betty Jean Baranik; Fr Michael Rustik; Fr. Mark Leasure; Fr. John Fencik; Fr. Paul Stoll; Fr. Robert & 
Paňi Peggy Teklinski; Dn. Peter Skoog & family; Fr James & Paňi Kathy Dutko; Fr. Gregory Allard; Paňi Linda Barriger; 
Fr. James Gleason, Fr. Luke Mihaly; Paňi Marjorie Mozes; Hieromonk Michael; Fr Thomas & Paňi Linda Kadlec; Fr 
Stephen Krivonak; Fr David Smoley; Paňi Annamarie Slovesko; Paňi Patricia Duranko; Fr John & Paňi Cindy 
Zboyovski, Fr. Jonathan & Paňi Marsha Tobias, Paňi Sharon Holowaty; Paňi MaryMargaret Conjelko; Fr John & Paňi 
Eleanor Pribish; Fr John Mikitish; Paňi Karen Miklos; Paňi Marie Brancho; Paňi Jean Hutnyan; Fr David & Paňi Paula 
Kossy; Fr Edward Pehanich; Fr Andrew Fetchina; SGT Joey Myers; SGT Alexander Zarynow; Beth & Ed ‘Skeets’ 
Williams; Carol Miller; Dorothy Mastronicola; Tony Zankey; Justin Popek; Florence Gregoric, James & Melody 
Peyton; Carol Blum, Alexi Williams, Missy Johns, Susan Buckley, Constance Amey, James Lazor, Debbie Dell; 
Grace Yoon; Michael Dinneen; Joan Detwiler; Joan Kondratick; Barbara Homick; Jim David & Jeanne Delasko; 
Melanie Samson; Laura Gary; Richard & Wendy Sulich; Wendy Taylor; James Durachko; Randi Ca� alle, Hayley 
Marshall, Jon Green, MaryJane, Kyle & Rosie Brant, Alicia, Stephen Brancho; Emily; MaryMargaret;  Thomas & 
Deborah Delare; Diana Hannan; Devan Merrill; Bob Fitzurka; Olga Vovk; Lela; Carly; Robert; Vic Fitzwater; Taina 
Ferguson; Olya Romanova; Luke Gri� ith; Richard Durachko; Jennifer Haire; Mary, Simon, Alla; Artem Vovk; Charles 
Arnhold; Danielle V; Debbie Aumen; David Bulko; Bill Finken; Angelo Taveira-DaSilva, Andrew S.; Natalie Z; 
Stephen Hutnyan; Barbara Drillock; Dayton Naugle; Cassidy Riselvato; Phillip Trivett; Camila Bonilla; Hilary 
Soperak; Ray Rushnak; Christine Sakmar; Joel F, Frank, Jordan, Ruth Moore; Hudson Kennedy; Ray Ammon; 
Stephan B,  Jacob C; Michael Myers, Andrea Dzubak, Tony Pená,  Lucile,  Dan Breno, Sbdn Alex Breno, Nicole 
Patrick & Eliza, Blaire Zarynow & Tatiana, Sofia Sabriova & baby, Kaitin Alfaro & baby. Christine & Abigale, Reggie 
Mervine; Karen Kaczmarek, Ray Ammon, Larry Pinckney, Vasilios Moschonas    

May Our Lord Jesus Christ Touch Them with His Healing Hand!! 

CAMP NAZARETH REGISTRATION IS NOW OPEN 
Registration for the Deanery Weeks at Camp Nazareth is now open.  
This year our Washington DC Deanery is in WEEK 2; 26 July to 1 
August.   Please go to the camp website: www.campnazareth.org to get 
your child(ren) registered.  If financial assistance is needed to get your 
child(ren) to camp, please contact Fr Peter.  There are camperships 
available for anyone who is in need of assistance to be able to attend.  
Application is done anonymously between the parish priest and the 
camp director. 
ALSO IMPORTANT: if you child(ren) will be needing a ride to and from 
Camp, you must let FrPeter know by no later than 31 May, so that a 

proper sized vehicle can be rented to get to camp and back.    
ↈↈↈↈↈↈↈↈↈↈↈↈↈↈↈↈↈↈↈↈↈↈↈↈↈↈↈↈↈↈↈↈↈↈↈↈↈↈↈ 

Attention Class of 2026 
LAST CALL!!  

To all High School and College Graduates of 2026: 
Please notify Fr. Peter by 17 May, of your graduation information. 
High School Students:  your High School, any academic and/or athletic 
awards, where you will attend in the Fall and your attended major in 
college (or undecided at this time) or other field of study.  

College Students, Graduate and Post­Graduate: your college/university, your field of 
study and degree you have earned 
We will recognize our graduates, tentatively, on Sunday 17 June.  Please be in church 
that Sunday so that we can take a group photo. 
{}{}{}{}{}{}{}{}{}{}{}{}{}{}{}{}{}{}{}{}{}{}{}{}{}{}{}{}{}{}{}{}{}{}{}{}{}{}{}{}{}{}{}{}{}{}{}{}{}{}{}{}{}{}{}{}{}{}{}{}{}{}{} 

Prayer For The Priesthood 
O Lord Jesus Christ, Good Shepherd of Your sheep, light the fire of ardent love in the 
hearts of all Your priests, that they may ever and in all things seek only Your glory. 
Remember especially, Lord, our Metropolitan Gregory, and our spiritual fathers who 
are laboring in Your vineyard for the salvation of all those whom You have entrusted to 
them. Remember also, O Lord, our priests and deacons, especially Fr Edward 
Pehanich, Fr John Pribish & Fr Deacon Art Steinstra and our Diocesan 
Seminarians Fr. Peter Sodini, Dn. Maximus Cannaverde, Reader Ignatios 
Leonardo, Fr Alexander Hurtsellers, Reader John Fedornock III, John Bonnewicz­
Coffey, Clay Wood, Dn. Bradley Shaffer, Nicholas Cizin, Spyridon Raburn   

Make their lives as holy as the word they preach. Keep them from being 
discouraged. Hear their prayers for our salvation. Give them wisdom and courage to proclaim Your truth. Make 
them priests after Your own heart. For You are a merciful God who loves us, and to You we give glory, together 
with Your eternal Father and Your all­holy, good and life­giving Spirit, now and ever and forever. Amen.  
 
 

 
 



Holy Ascension 
Commemorated 6th Thursday of Pascha 

 
 The Lord Jesus passed forty days on earth after His Resurrection from the dead, 
appearing continually in various places to His disciples, with whom He also spoke, ate, and 
drank, thereby further demonstrating His Resurrection. On this Thursday, the fortieth day 
after Pascha, He appeared again in Jerusalem. After He had first spoken to the disciples 
about many things, He gave them His last commandment, that is, that they go forth and 
proclaim His Name to all nations, beginning from Jerusalem. But He also commanded them 
that for the present, they were not to depart from Jerusalem, but to wait there together 
until they receive power from on high, when the Holy Spirit would come upon them.  
 Saying these things, He led them to the Mount of Olives, and raising His hands, He 

blessed them; and saying again the words 
of the Father's blessing, He was parted from 
them and taken up. Immediately a cloud of 
light, a proof of His majesty, received Him. 
Sitting thereon as though on a royal 
chariot, He was taken up into Heaven, and 
after a short time was concealed from the 
sight of the disciples, who remained where 
they were with their eyes fixed on Him. At 
this point, two Angels in the form of men in 
white raiment appeared to them and said, 
"Ye men of Galilee, why stand ye gazing up 
into Heaven? This same Jesus, Who is 
taken up from you into Heaven, shall so 

come in like manner as ye have seen Him go into Heaven" (Acts 1:11). These words, in a 
complete and concise manner, declare what is taught in the Symbol of Faith concerning the 
Son and Word of God. Therefore, having so fulfilled all His dispensation for us, our Lord 
Jesus Christ ascended in glory into Heaven, and sat at the right hand of God the Father. As 
for His sacred disciples, they returned from the Mount of Olives to Jerusalem, rejoicing 
because Christ had promised to send them the Holy Spirit. 
 It should be noted that the Mount of Olives is a Sabbath's day journey from 
Jerusalem, that is, the distance a Jew was permitted to walk on the day of the Sabbath. 
Ecumenius writes, "A Sabbath day's journey is one mile in length, as Clement says in his 
fifth Stromatis; it is two thousand cubits, as the Interpretation of the Acts states." They 
draw this conclusion from the fact that, while they were in the wilderness, the Israelites of 
old kept within this distance from the Holy Tabernacle, whither they walked on the Sabbath 
day to worship God.
⸎⸎⸎⸎⸎⸎⸎⸎⸎⸎⸎⸎⸎⸎⸎⸎⸎⸎⸎⸎⸎⸎⸎⸎⸎⸎⸎⸎⸎⸎⸎⸎⸎⸎⸎⸎⸎⸎⸎⸎⸎⸎⸎⸎⸎ 

Sixth Paschal Sunday/Sunday of the Blindman 
After the Midfeast (John 7:14), the Lord Jesus Christ came to 
the Temple again and taught the people who came to Him 
(John 8:2). After leaving the Temple, He opened the eyes of a 
man "who was blind from his birth (John 9:1).  
 
The miracle described in today's Gospel (John 9:1­38) is even 
more remarkable than it might seem at first. St. Basil and 
other Fathers tell us that this was not just a case of giving 
sight to a blind man born with eyes that did not function, 
but to someone who had no eyes at all! The second 
Exapostilarion for this Sunday says, "Along the way, our 
Savior found a man who lacked both sight and eyes…."  
 
The Gospel says, "Since the world began, it was not heard 
that any man opened the eyes of one who was born blind" 
(John 9:32). There are examples in the Old (Tobit 2:17) and 
New (Mark 8:22­26) Testaments of blind people receiving 
sight, but this is something completely unprecedented.  
 

The Savior placed clay in the man's empty sockets and told him to wash in the 
pool of Siloam. When he obeyed these instructions, the eyes of clay became 
living eyes! 



From the Heart: Resting in the Ascension 
By Douglas Cramer (originally published by the Antiochian Orthodox Christian Archdiocese) 

Sourced from  OrthoChristian.com 2013  
 

 Summer is almost here. It’s a good time to just take a deep breath, and relax. You know, go 
to the beach if you live close to it, have a barbeque, invite some friends over. I remember doing this 
on a grand scale as a child growing up in New Jersey. But how often do most of us do this anymore? 
We’re so busy, we’ve forgotten that true rest and relaxation, the kind that really restores you, is vital 
to our survival. 
 This week the Church celebrates the Ascension of our Lord, and our worship since Pascha has 
been rooted in our joy in the Resurrection. In the light of this glorious, peaceful and fulfilling period 
of the calendar of our Church we should be totally relaxed and fully in the presence of our Lord. But 
we still struggle to relax and unclench, to be at peace. 
 Why? In part, because we live our lives in a kind of emotional and spiritual shallows. We’re so 
busy, we don’t pause to reflect, to listen, to understand our motivations. We are busy for busyness’s 
sake. We allow others to set our timetable. We often aren’t aware of the reasons we have for doing 
what we do. We all act a little crazy sometimes, bustling about with all our tasks and projects and 
responsibilities. It’s important for us to act. But it’s just as important for us to relax, to quietly find 
our center, to understand what’s driving us to do what we do, to make sure that our choices and 
actions flow from our deepest values. 
 How do we turn this around? We start from the heart!  

Know Thyself 
 The Psalms focus this teaching in to a single verse: “Seek peace and pursue it.” We need 
peace, but we must be active to find it—we must seek and pursue. What does this mean? What is 
this pursuit? St. Isaac of Syria teaches us the answer: “Enter eagerly into the treasure house that lies 
within you, and so you will see the treasure house of heaven. The ladder that leads to the Kingdom is 
hidden within you, and is found in your soul. Dive into yourself, and in your soul, you will discover 
the rungs by which you are to ascend.” 
 Seek. Pursue. Enter. Ascend. I’m winded just reading this list. However, this is the language of 
peace. Jesus Christ proclaims: “The kingdom of heaven is within.” We are called to go within, to find 
our heart, our center, our soul. And to begin our journey there. 
 The classical philosophers of Greece understood this basic truth of our humanity even before 
the birth of Christ. The central teaching of Plato, of Socrates, is “Know Thyself.” We must get out of 
our inner shallows, our superficial sleepwalking through life. We’re called to wake up, to dive deep. 
 This isn’t easy. Indeed, it’s the work of a life time. So, we just start wherever we are, and 
work through our stumblings. St. Isaac also said, “There is no virtue which does not have continual 
struggle yoked to it.” Or consider how the abbot of a monastery once answered a question about 
what the monks do all day: “We fall down and we get up, we fall down and we get up...” 
 We’re all swamped by too much information. There’s an Orthodox saying that through most of 
the 20th century the devil tried to overcome the Church by repressing information, by making it 
impossible for people to hear God’s Word. And sadly, this is still happening in many places. But, the 
saying goes, today the devil has changed his strategy—he’s trying to flood us with words and ideas, 
with too much information, trying to make it impossible for us to find God’s Word amidst all the 
distraction. 
 But this doesn’t have to stop us. Elder Paisios, a great 20th century teacher of Mt. Athos, 
taught that we must be like bees. A bee will find the one flower in a field of dung, Paisios said. The 
problem is we often act like flies instead, who find the one pile of dung in a field of flowers. God’s will 
is our flower. We need to question and seek within ourselves, and find Him. 

It’s Easy To Go Wrong 
 The reading from the Gospel of St. John for the Sunday of the Blind Man (John 9:1-38), the 
Sunday before Ascension, lay out just how easy it is to get caught in the thickets of bad motivations, 
of how lost people become by trying to do the right things for the wrong reasons. And of how the 
solution is to remain centered in the peace of Christ. 
Why are we doing what we are doing? Know thyself, find the treasure house, and you will find the 
source of right reasons. 
 The story of the Blind Man shows us the contrast between being centered in the peace of 
Jesus Christ, and being lost in a confusion of thoughts and unquestioned assumptions and 
motivations. Christ corrects his disciples misunderstanding that the man was born blind as a 
punishment from God. Christ teaches them the plain truth: “I must work the works of Him who sent 
Me ... I am the light of the world.” He is light. He is clarity. He is our center and source, the rock on 
which we can stand firm. 
 



 He restores the blind man’s sight. And immediately, in rushes more confusion as the crowds 
try to figure out what happened, finally getting the Pharisees involved. You can hear the arguments 
running thick and heavy, the raised voices and the lack of peace among all the parties involved—
even the blind man’s parents, who try to avoid getting drawn in to the courtroom drama over Christ’s 
miracle. Yet the man born blind ultimately triumphs by remaining centered in Christ. He knows 
himself. He knows the truth—that he was born blind, and that Christ healed him. And in knowing 
himself, he finds himself on the path of Christ. With no one standing with him, he speaks from his 
heart and tells the Pharisees: “If this Man were not from God, He could do nothing.” The final scene 
is of his victory, worshipping Christ and proclaiming “Lord, I believe!” 
 We so often don’t know why we do what we do. We’re distracted by too much information. 
We haven’t ventured deep in to ourselves. We may be doing good works, but are we doing them for 
the right reasons? Our salvation depends on the answer. So, we all need to relax. To unclench. To 
seek peace. 
 Once we turn our attention towards seeking peace in our hearts, we can take that seeking 
with us to Church. Pursue your peace there. The Church is your gateway. We need community, yet 
we are fractured by loneliness. But we were not meant to be alone. The whole New Testament is 
built around the work of the Holy Spirit to create this new community, the Church, to show the world 
just how people are supposed to be community together. A person who puts his or her best energies 
into knowing God will discover that God, as Trinity, is the model for community. But knowing God 
isn’t the same as knowing about God. A relationship with God is not simply an intellectual pursuit. It 
requires opening your heart to an intimate knowledge of God founded on personal communion with 
God Himself. 
 The Church is the gateway to the Kingdom. It is also the image of the Kingdom—it is our 
treasure house. So, draw on the treasures in our worship, our Scripture, our icons, our music, our 
prayer, our theology. Use these treasures on your journey, on your pursuit to peace. Come to this 
refuge, and depart refreshed. 

 
 
 

Be exulted, O God, above  
the heavens 

and let Your glory be over  
all the earth! 



Virgin-martyr 
Pelagia of Tarsus 

Commemorated 4/17 May 
  

Saint Pelagia of Tarsus in Cilicia 
(southeastern Asia Minor) lived in the third century, 
during the reign of Diocletian (284­305), and was 
the daughter of illustrious pagans. When she heard 
about Jesus Christ from her Christian friends, she 
believed in Him and desired to preserve her 
virginity, dedicating her whole life to the Lord.  

Emperor Diocletian’s heir (a boy he adopted), 
saw the maiden Pelagia, was captivated by her 
beauty and wanted her to be his wife. The holy 
virgin told the youth that she was betrothed to Christ 
the Immortal Bridegroom, and had renounced 
earthly marriage.  
Pelagia’s reply greatly angered the young man, but 
he decided to leave her in peace for a while, hoping 
that she would change her mind. At the same time, 
Pelagia convinced her mother to let her visit the 
nurse who had raised her in childhood. She secretly hoped to find Bishop Linus of Tarsus, who had 
fled to a mountain during a persecution against Christians, and to be baptized by him. She had seen 
the face of Bishop Linus in a dream, which made a profound impression upon her. The holy bishop 
told her to be baptized. St Pelagia traveled in a chariot to visit her nurse, dressed in rich clothes and 
accompanied by a whole retinue of servants, as her mother wished.  

Along the way St Pelagia, by the grace of God, met Bishop Linus. Pelagia immediately 
recognized the bishop who had appeared to her in the dream. She fell at his feet, requesting Baptism. 
At the bishop’s prayer a spring of water flowed from the ground. 

Bishop Linus made the Sign of the Cross over St Pelagia, and during the Mystery of Baptism, 
angels appeared and covered the chosen one of God with a bright mantle. After giving the pious 
virgin Holy Communion, Bishop Linus offered a prayer of thanksgiving to the Lord with her, and then 
sent her to continue her journey. She then exchanged her expensive clothing for a simple white 
garment, and distributed her possessions to the poor. Returning to her servants, St Pelagia told them 
about Christ, and many of them were converted and believed.  

She tried to convert her own mother to Christ, but the obdurate woman sent a message to 
Diocletian’s son that Pelagia was a Christian and did not wish to be his wife. The youth realized that 
Pelagia was lost to him, and he fell upon his sword in his despair. Pelagia’s mother feared the 
emperor’s wrath, so she tied her daughter up and led her to Diocletian’s court as a Christian who was 
also responsible for the death of the heir to the throne. The emperor was captivated by the unusual 
beauty of the virgin and tried to turn her from her faith in Christ, promising her every earthly blessing if 
she would become his wife.  

The holy virgin refused the emperor’s offer with contempt and said, “You are insane, Emperor, 
saying such things to me. I will not do your bidding, and I loathe your vile marriage, since I have 
Christ, the King of Heaven, as my Bridegroom. I do not desire your worldly crowns which last only a 
short while. The Lord in His heavenly Kingdom has prepared three imperishable crowns for me. The 
first is for faith, since I have believed in the true God with all my heart; the second is for purity, 
because I have dedicated my virginity to Him; the third is for martyrdom, since I want to accept every 
suffering for Him and offer up my soul because of my love for Him.”  

Diocletian sentenced Pelagia to be burned in a red­hot bronze bull. Not permitting the 
executioners to touch her body, the holy martyr signed herself with the Sign of the Cross, and went 
into the brazen bull and her flesh melted like myrrh, filling the whole city with fragrance. St Pelagia’s 
bones remained unharmed and were removed by the pagans to a place outside the city. Four lions 
then came out of the wilderness and sat around the bones letting neither bird nor wild beast get at 
them. The lions protected the relics of the saint until Bishop Linus came to that place. He gathered 
them up and buried them with honor. During the reign of Emperor Constantine (306­337), when the 
persecutions against Christians had stopped, a church was built at St Pelagia’s burial place.  
 
 
 
 



Saints Cyril & Methodius, Equals-to-the-Apostles  
and Teachers of the Slavs 

Commemorated 11/24 May 
Born in Thessalonica, Saint Methodius was a military man 
before becoming a monk on Mount Olympus. His brother 
Constantine, known as the Philosopher because of his 
erudition, was Librarian at the Church of the Holy Wisdom 
in Constantinople; he later became a monk with the name 
of Cyril. The Emperor Michael sent him with his brother 
Methodius to the Khazars in response to their petition for 
teachers to expound to them the Christian Faith. On their 
way, they stayed in Cherson, where they recovered from the 
Black Sea the relics of Saint Clement of Rome. Later, they 
were called by Prince Rostislav of Moravia to instruct his 
people in the Orthodox Faith (Saint Rostislav died a 
martyr's death and is celebrated Oct. 15). The Saints 
devised an alphabet for the Slavs, and used it to translate 
the Greek books into the language of the people. In their 
apostolic labours throughout the Balkans, the holy brothers 
were slandered by certain Germanic bishops who opposed 
the use of the vernacular in the church services. 
Summoned to court at Rome in 867, they presented their 
Slavonic translations to Pope Adrian II, who received them 
with love and full approval. Two years later, Saint Cyril reposed in Rome on February 14 and 
was buried in the Church of Saint Clement. Saint Methodius was made Bishop of Moravia, but 
at the intrigues of certain Latin clergy, was cast into prison by the "Holy Roman Emperor" (the 
Germanic Emperor of the West), where he was cruelly tormented for some three years. In 874, 
through the defense of Pope John VIII, he was freed and made Archbishop of Moravia. 
Because he reproved the lax morals of the German priests in Moravia, he was soon accused of 
heresy by them, and was forbidden to celebrate the Liturgy in Slavonic. Summoned to Rome 
again in 879, he was completely exonerated and allowed once again to use the Slavonic 
tongue for the divine services. He reposed on April 6, 885. 
 

7th Sunday of Pascha/The Fathers of the First Ecumenical Council 
The heresiarch Arius was a Libyan by race and a Protopresbyter of the Church of Alexandria. 

In 315, he began to blaspheme against the Son and Word of God, saying that He is not true God, 
consubstantial with the Father, but is rather a work and creation, alien to the essence and glory of the 

Father, and that there was a time when He was not. This frightful 
blasphemy shook the faithful of Alexandria. Alexander, his 
Archbishop, after trying in vain to correct him through admonitions, 
cut him off from communion and finally in a local council deposed 
him in the year 321. Yet neither did the blasphemer wish to be 
corrected, nor did he cease sowing the deadly tares of his heretical 
teachings; but writing to the bishops of other cities, Arius and his 
followers requested that his doctrine be examined, and if it were 
unsound, that the correct teaching be declared to him. By this 
means, his heresy became universally known and won many 
supporters, so that the whole Church was soon in an uproar. 

Therefore, moved by divine zeal, the first Christian Sovereign, 
Saint Constantine the Great, the equal to the Apostles, summoned 
the renowned First Ecumenical Council in Nicaea, a city of Bithynia. 
It was there that the shepherds and teachers of the Church of Christ 
gathered from all regions in the year 325. All of them, with one 
mouth and one voice, declared that the Son and Word of God is one 

in essence with the Father, true God of true God, and they composed the holy Symbol of Faith up to 
the seventh article (since the remainder, beginning with "And in the Holy Spirit," was completed by the 
Second Ecumenical Council). Thus they anathematized the impious Arius of evil belief and those of 
like mind with him, and cut them off as rotten members from the whole body of the faithful. 

Therefore, recognizing the divine Fathers as heralds of the Faith after the divine Apostles, the 
Church of Christ has appointed this present Sunday for their annual commemoration, in thanksgiving 
and unto the glory of God, unto their praise and honor, and unto the strengthening of the true Faith. 
 
 
 



The Fathers of Nicea: Why Should I Care? 
by Father Lawrence Farley (2015) 

Those for whom ancient history is irrelevant and who equate “old” with “out-dated” (or better yet, 
“medieval” with “barbarically primitive”) will have trouble appreciating the Fathers of the First Council of 
Nicea, since they met and produced their work well over a thousand years ago, in 325 AD.  How could a creed 
so old be remotely relevant today?  Accordingly, some churches have produced their own creeds, such as the 
United Church of Canada, which produced its own creed for alternative use in 1968.  It is a cautionary tale, for 
it began “Man is not alone; he lives in God’s world” and they soon enough found that political correctness 
demanded its alteration to “We are not alone; we live in God’s 
world”.  Among other things, the Fathers of Nicea declared the full 
divinity of Jesus of Nazareth by saying that He was homoousios with the 
Father—of the same essence as Him.  Later attempts to create consensus 
would suggest that maybe it could be said that Jesus was homoiousios 
with the Father—“of like essence.”  After all, it has been pointed out, it 
only involves the difference of one letter, and a tiny one at that.  Why 
fight over a single iota, a single “i”?  Who would care?  Why should any 
sensible person get worked up over whether the pre-incarnate Word was 
homoousios with the Father or homoiousios?  The ruckus of Nicea and 
afterward only went to prove how miserable and contentious those 
Christians were.  

A moment’s thought however will reveal the nonsense of saying 
that Jesus was homoiousios with the Father.  He was of “like 
essence”?  What could that possibly mean?  That He was divine-ish?  God 
in an honorary kind of way?  Sort of God?  Almost God?  Anyone not 
obviously drunk and who thinks for a second will realize that the distance 
between God and His creation is infinite, so that one is either absolutely 
God or not God at all.  The eternal Creator, without beginning or limit, stands on one side of an ontological 
abyss, and all creation stands on the other side.  One can’t be a little bit God any more than one can be a little bit 
pregnant.  Like pregnancy, divinity is an all or nothing kind of thing—either one is completely divine or not 
divine at all.  Either Jesus was God and homoousios with the Father or He was created and of a completely 
different essence than the Father.  Even Arius, the villain of the Nicene piece, got that much.  But still one may 
ask:  why should we care?  Sure, we confess His divinity, but what does it really matter? 

This is why it matters:  salvation consists in giving one’s life, heart, and soul to God, living and dying 
for Him down to one’s last breath and one’s last drop of blood.  The issue is:  may we give such loyalty, 
allegiance, love, and commitment to Jesus of Nazareth, or not?  If He is not truly God, then giving Him such 
allegiance would be idolatry.  No one sensibly would live and die so totally for a mere celebrity.  And if the 
Nicene Fathers were wrong and Jesus is simply just an ancient celebrity, we ought not to give Him our 
lives.  Our admiration, perhaps, but not lives and our worship.  But in fact the Fathers of Nicea were right, and 
Jesus of Nazareth is God in the flesh—Light of Light, true God of true God, begotten, not made, homoousios 
with the Father.  It is through Him that all things were made, and to Him that all things shall return with bowed 
knee.  It is our salvation that we bow the knee in love to Him even now before that final end, and confess that 
the road to His city runs through our heart. 
%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%% 

The Creed—The Symbol of Faith 
I believe in one God, Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth, and of all things visible 
and invisible. And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, born of the 
Father before all ages. Light of Light, true God of true God, begotten not made, 
consubstantial with the Father by Whom all things were made. Who for us men and for our 
salvation came down from heaven and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary 
and was made man. He was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate and suffered and was 
buried, And the third day He arose again, according to the Scriptures. And He ascended 
into heaven and sits at the right hand of the Father. And He shall come again with glory to 
judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom shall have no end. And in the Holy Spirit, the 
Lord and Giver of Life, Who proceeds from the Father, Who together with the Father and 
the Son is adored and glorified, Who spoke through the prophets. In one, holy, catholic and 
apostolic Church. I profess one baptism for the remission of sins. I look for the resurrection 
of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen. 



Memorial Day History 
(From US Department of Veterans Affairs)  

  
Three years after the Civil War ended, on May 5, 1868, the head of an organization of Union veterans 

— the Grand Army of the Republic (GAR) — established Decoration Day as a time for the nation to decorate 
the graves of the war dead with flowers. Maj. Gen. John A. Logan declared that Decoration Day should be 
observed on May 30. It is believed that date was chosen because flowers would be in bloom all over the 
country. 

The first large observance was held that year at Arlington National Cemetery, across the Potomac River 
from Washington, D.C. 

The ceremonies centered around the mourning-draped veranda of the Arlington mansion, once the 
home of Gen. Robert E. Lee. Various Washington officials, including Gen. and Mrs. Ulysses S. Grant, presided 
over the ceremonies. After speeches, children from the Soldiers’ and Sailors’ Orphan Home and members of 
the GAR made their way through the cemetery, strewing flowers on both Union and Confederate graves, 
reciting prayers and singing hymns. 

Local Observances Claim To Be First Local springtime tributes to the Civil War dead already had been 
held in various places. One of the first occurred in Columbus, Miss., April 25, 1866, when a group of women 
visited a cemetery to decorate the graves of Confederate soldiers who had fallen in battle at Shiloh. Nearby 
were the graves of Union soldiers, neglected because they were the enemy. Disturbed at the sight of the bare 
graves, the women placed some of their flowers on those graves, as well. 

Today, cities in the North and the South claim to be the birthplace of Memorial Day in 1866. Both Macon 
and Columbus, Ga., claim the title, as well as Richmond, Va. The village of Boalsburg, Pa., claims it began 
there two years earlier. A stone in a Carbondale, Ill., cemetery carries the statement that the first Decoration 
Day ceremony took place there on April 29, 1866. Carbondale was the wartime home of Gen. Logan. 
Approximately 25 places have been named in connection with the origin of Memorial Day, many of them in the 
South where most of the war dead were buried. 

Official Birthplace Declared In 1966, Congress and President Lyndon Johnson declared Waterloo, N.Y., 
the “birthplace” of Memorial Day. There, a ceremony on May 5, 1866, honored local veterans who had fought 
in the Civil War. Businesses closed and residents flew flags at half-staff. Supporters of Waterloo’s claim say 
earlier observances in other places were either informal, not community-wide or one-time events. 

By the end of the 19th century, Memorial Day ceremonies were being held on May 30 throughout the 
nation. State legislatures passed proclamations designating the day, and the Army and Navy adopted 
regulations for proper observance at their facilities. 

It was not until after World War I, however, that the day was expanded to honor those who have died in 
all American wars. In 1971, Memorial Day was declared a national holiday by an act of Congress, though it is 
still often called Decoration Day. It was then also placed on the last Monday in May, as were some other 
federal holidays. 

To ensure the sacrifices of America ’s fallen heroes are never forgotten, in December 2000, the U.S. 
Congress passed and the president signed into law “The National Moment of Remembrance Act,” P.L. 106-
579, creating the White House Commission on the National Moment of Remembrance. The commission’s 
charter is to “encourage the people of the United States to give something back to their country, which provides 
them so much freedom and opportunity” by encouraging and coordinating commemorations in the United 
States of Memorial Day and the National Moment of Remembrance. 

The National Moment of Remembrance encourages all Americans to pause wherever they are at 3 p.m. 
local time on Memorial Day for a minute of silence to remember and honor those who have died in service to 
the nation. As Moment of Remembrance founder Carmella LaSpada states: “It’s a way we can all help put the 
memorial back in Memorial Day.” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


