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Sunday 05 July 2026
Hieromartyr Eusebius, Bishop of Samosata
Epistle: Romans 10:1-10
Gospel: Matthew 8:28-9:1

Tone Four
The Schedule oi Divine Services for the Week is as Follows:
05 July (SUN) 5t Sunday after Pentecost 12 July (SUN) 6t Sunday after Pentecost
Chanting of the 3rd Hour 9:15am FEAST OF Sts. PETER & PAUL
Divine Liturgy of St. John Chrysostom 9:30am Chanting of the 3rd Hour 9:15am
Special Prayers for America #250 Divine Liturgy of St. John Chrysostom 9:30am
Coffee Social to follow Coffee Social to follow
No Weekday Divine Services due to Painting Project
Announcements:

Confessions be heard by appointment. Please contact Fr Peter to schedule. All faithful are encouraged to
come to the Sacrament every 8-10 weeks, on average, to help maintain spiritual health.

HELP WANTED: Capital Improvement committee needs a volunteer to maintain a spreadsheet that
documents all physical maintenance assets (roof, windows, painting, lighting, ovens, etc,). Anyone with MS-
Excel knowledge can help. Please talk with Rose Plowchin for more information to determine if you are
interested.

The National Jr ACRY is collecting aluminum tabs from pop/soda cans, pet food cans, soup cans, and many
more. The Ronald McDonald House recycles these tabs and uses the funds to provide families with a place to
call home while their child is in the hospital battling a chronic iliness A collection container will be on the back
table under the TV and in the kitchen service window for this purpose.

After many years, the hall closets have been gone through and cleaned out. There are tables in the center of
the hall with items that are not needed here. If you want anything from the tables, please take it home with
you. Any items remaining after Coffee Social on 12 July will be sent out as donations to Goodwill. NOTE:
keep in mind the church is not the depository for items you do not want or need. If you have religious items,
it Is suggested that you ask Father about where to send them BEFORE bringing them to church.

The new lists for Coffee social hosts and Flower donations are posted on the bulletin board. When making
flower donations, please remember to include your special intention, if there is one, or notify Father by the
Wednesday before.

The painting project will begin the week of 6 July. The work will begin in the hall and downstairs areas.
Please watch for emails to come to church to help moving and resetting items as the project moves forward.
Weekday Divine Service schedule will depend on the painting schedule. Watch emails and bulletin
announcements for further details.

Thanks to John & Marie Smith, Mike & Chris Fallon, Mark & Marie Sudik, Nick Dzubak, Caryl Strauss and Pani
Bernadette for helping clean and straighten the closets in the parish hall. A total time of over 6 hours, over
2+days, was given to clear things out and organize things. May God bless them for their labors! Many Years/

Attention Graduates: We will, finally, recognize our graduates on Sunday 26 July. If you have not yet
submitted your graduation information, please do so by Sunday 12 July.



Eternal Light: Eternal Memory Simon Mazur & Victor Panfilov-The Panfilov Family (Vicnaja Pamjat!)
Vigil Candles Offered For the Living- (Many Years! Mnohaja L’ita!)

2-special intention-love Mom & Dad
Jonathan & Lara; Stephanie
1-health of Melanie-love Alex
1-health of Alex-love Melanie
1-health & special intention John & Marie Smith,
Georgene & Ray Ammon, Fr Peter & Pafii Bernadette,
Alex Zarynow, Marie Skasko, Fr John & Pani Marge
Fedornock, Lois Erhard, Charlie & Debi Myers, Chris
Fallon, Barbara Homick, All parishioners of HROC-Carol
Miller
2-for health-Sheila
HROC parishioners; Family members
3-special intention-Sheila
Fr. Peter & family; Diocesan Priests & their families;
OCMC Missionaries
1-health of children & grandchildren-Tom & Amy
1-health of Chris Fallon-Michael, Kathleen, John & Anna
2-special intention-brother George
Archbishop Michael; Barbara & Harold Harrington
1-special intention Metropolitan Gregory-George
Dahulich
13-for health-George Dahulich
Archbishop Michael; Fr. Tom Kadlec; Fr. Jim Dutko;
Chris Fallon; Charlie Myers; Barbara Harrington; Parii
Kathy Dutko; Alex Zarynow; Emily Dzubak; Katherine
Chow; Psa. Diana Acsente; Fr. John & Parii Marie
Brancho; Georgia Wimberly
2-happy birthday-George Dahulich
Shayna Kent; Patti Glasser
1-health of Savannah, Chloe, Caroline, Christopher,
Natalie, Cole, Parker Ray-love Grandparents
20-health & special intention-John & Marie Smith
Melanie Samson; Carol Miller; Barbara Homick; Marie
Skasko; Georgene & Ray Ammon; Fr Tom & Parii
Linda Kadlec; FrJohn & Parii Marge Fedornock;
FrPeter & Parii Bernadette; FrJohn & Parii Eleanor
Pribish; Eleanor Breno; Charlie Myers; Lois Erhard;

FrJohn & Parii Marie Brancho; Parii Jean Hutnyan;
Chris Fallon, Jeanne Delasko; Andrea DeFrancesco;
Maig & baby; Blaire & Tatiana; Reggie Murvine
1-world peace-John & Marie Smith
6-special intentions-the Breno Family
Breno Family; Fedornock Families; Peart Family;
Nakonecznyj Family; Zankey Family; Fabian Family
1-for all who are ill-the Breno Family
1-happy birthday Nadya-the Breno Family
2-specail intention-Mom & Dad
Brian, Angela & Dominic; Stephen
11-for health & special intention-Mark & Marie
Nancy Shields; Mike Czap,; Skeets & Beth; Carol
Miller; Ray & Georgene Ammon; Eleanor Breno;
Frdohn & Parnii Marge; FrPeter & Parii Bernadette;
Chris & Mike Fallon; Susan & Dan Zelensky; Reggie
Mervine
1-for health Skeets & Beth, Carol Miller, Michael, Dan -
Charlie & Debi Myers
2-specail intention Jacob & Joey-love Mom & Dad
1-health & healing Hayley, Bob, Peggy and Bruce, Carol
Miller, Chris Fallon, AnneMarie, Pani Jean, Ray Ammon,
Tom Delare, Jordan; Nancy Hall; Nick & Janet-Lois
1-for health Savannah & Parker, Caroline, Natalie, Karen
K, Jeanne Delasko, Barbara Homick, Georgene, Debbie
Delare, Julie Williams, Pam, Sharon-Lois
3-health & wellbeing-Olga Vovk
Artem, Andrey, Lidia, Tatiana, Natalia, Konstantin, Eva
and George; Lubov, Michail, Ilvan, Mark, Alexandra,
Anastasia, Ludmila, Vasili, Maxim; Sofia, Sergei, Eva,
Matthew, Timothy, Yulia, Dru, and Alex, Arkadii. Irina
and their children and grandchildren
1-health & safety Natalie, Konstantin, Eugenia, George-
Olga Vovk
1-health & wellness of Dennis, Vladislav, Irina, Alla &
Julia-Irina Panfilov

Vigil Candles In Loving Memory: (Memory Eternal! Vicnaja Pamjat!)

1+in loving memory of Les-love Carol
1+in memory Mother & Father—Carol Miller
1+In loving memory of Chris Hudack, Grandparents,
Bettie Searfoss, Myrtle Miller, John Hudack,
John Hrapchak, John Homick, Marge Tomasevich-Carol
Miller
1+in loving memory of Tom, Ann & Chrysa Thear-Taina &
Craig
2+loving memory-the Fallons
Bishop Matthias & Pani Jeannette;
Anna & John Luchok
1+in memory of parents Helen & Larry Rowland-Diane
1+in memory grandparents Helen & Peter Sedlar-Diane
1+Memory Eternal Parents/Grandparents-Koval Family
1+Memory Eternal Uncle George, Aunt Marge & Uncle
Tony- Koval Family
2+Memory Eternal-love Alex, Melanie
parents Michael & Elaine; parents John & Katherine

7+in memory-Sheila
John; Dad Kraynok; Mom Kraynok; Charles Hrapchak;
Anna Hrapchak; Evelyn Hrapchak; Irene Dzubak
1+In loving memory of Metro-Love, Joan and Family
1+in loving memory of parents Peter & Ann Dahulich-
love son George
1+loving memory of Nikolai Mushegian-love Mom & Dad
1+for soul's peace, mercy & entry into paradise-Olga V
Vladimir, Lidia, Pavel, Nina, Vladimir, Anatol,
Maria, Rafael, Germina, Maxim, Anna, Irene, Sergei,
Irina, Tatiana, Natalia, Olga, Konstantin, Leonid, Anna,
Izot, Nina, Natalia, Afanasii, Lidia, Anastasia, Fedor
2+in memory-Mark & Marie Sudik
Mom; Irene Dzubak
1+loving memory Grandpa, Grammy, Irene Dzubak -
Charlie & Debi Myers
1+in memory Irene Dzubak-John & Marie Smith

"A single saint is an extraordinarily precious
phenomenon for all mankind. By the mere fact of their
existence-unknown, maybe, to the world but khown to
God-the saints draw down on the world, on all
humanity, a great benediction from God. Because of
these people, | believe the Lord preserves the world, for
they are precious in His sight, and God always listens to
His humble servants and we are, all of us, all right
because of their prayers.”

St. Silouan the Athonite



Please pray for the following: Metropolitan Gregory; Fr. Frank & Pani Connie Miloro; Fr Stephen & Pani Daria
Loposky, Pani Betty Jean Baranik; Fr Michael Rustik; Fr. Mark Leasure; Fr. John Fencik; Fr. Paul Stoll; Fr. Robert &
Pani Peggy Teklinski; Dn. Peter Skoog & family; Fr James & Pani Kathy Dutko; Fr. Gregory Allard; Pani Linda Barriger;
Fr. James Gleason, Fr. Luke Mihaly; Pani Marjorie Mozes; Hieromonk Michael; Fr Thomas & Pani Linda Kadlec; Fr
Stephen Krivonak; Fr David Smoley; Pani Annamarie Slovesko; Pani Patricia Duranko; Fr John & Pani Cindy
Zboyovski, Fr. Jonathan & Pani Marsha Tobias, Pafi Sharon Holowaty; Pani MaryMargaret Conjelko; Fr John & Pani
Eleanor Pribish; Fr John Mikitish; Pani Karen Miklos; Pani Marie Brancho; Pani Jean Hutnyan; Fr David & Pani Paula
Kossy; Fr Edward Pehanich; Fr Andrew Fetchina; SGT Joey Myers; SGT Alexander Zarynow; Beth & Ed ‘Skeets’
Williams; Carol Miller; Dorothy Mastronicola; Tony Zankey; Justin Popek; Florence Gregoric, James & Melody
Peyton; Carol Blum, Alexi Williams, Missy Johns, Susan Buckley, Constance Amey, James Lazor, Debbie Dell;
Grace Yoon; Michael Dinneen; Joan Detwiler; Joan Kondratick; Barbara Homick; Jim David & Jeanne Delasko;
Melanie Samson; Laura Gary; Richard & Wendy Sulich; Wendy Taylor; James Durachko; Randi CalZ alle, Hayley
Marshall, Jon Green, MaryJane, Kyle & Rosie Brant, Alicia, Stephen Brancho; Emily; MaryMargaret; Thomas &
Deborah Delare; Diana Hannan; Devan Merrill; Bob Fitzurka; Olga Vovk; Lela; Carly; Robert; Vic Fitzwater; Taina
Ferguson; Olya Romanova; Luke GriZlith; Richard Durachko; Jennifer Haire; Mary, Simon, Alla; Artem Vovk; Charles
Arnhold; Danielle V; Debbie Aumen; David Bulko; Bill Finken; Angelo Taveira-DaSilva, Andrew S.; Natalie Z;
Stephen Hutnyan; Dayton Naugle; Cassidy Riselvato; Phillip Trivett; Camila Bonilla; Hilary Soperak; Ray Rushnak;
Christine Sakmar; Joel F, Frank, Jordan, Ruth Moore; Hudson Kennedy; Ray Ammon; Stephan B, Jacob C; Michael
Myers, Andrea Dzubak, Tony Pena, Lucile, Dan Breno, Sbdn Alex Breno, Nicole Patrick & Eliza, Blaire Zarynow &
Tatiana, Sofia Sabriova & son, Kaitin Alfaro & baby, Christine & Abigale, Karen Kaczmarek, Ray Ammon, Larry
Pinckney, Vasilios Moschonas

May Our Lord Jesus Christ Touch Them with His Healing Hand!!

Pmyer For The Priesthood

O Lord Jesus Christ, Good Shepherd of Your sheep, light the fire of ardent love in the
hearts of all Your priests, that they may ever and in all things seek only Your glory.
Remember especially, Lord, our Metropolitan Gregory, and our spiritual fathers who are
laboring in Your vineyard for the salvation of all those whom You have entrusted to them.
Remember also, O Lord, our priests and deacons, especially Fr Edward Pehanich, Fr
John Pribish & Fr Deacon Art Steinstra and our Diocesan Seminarians Fr. Peter
Soadini, Fr. Maximus Cannaverde, Reader Ignatios Leonardo, Fr Alexander
Hurtsellers, Reader John Fedornock lll, John Bonnewicz-Coffey, Clay Wood, Dn.
Bradley Shaffer, Nicholas Cizin, Spyridon Raburn

: Make their lives as holy as the word they preach. Keep them from being
discouraged. Hear their prayers for our salvation. Give them wisdom and courage to proclaim Your truth. Make
them priests after Your own heart. For You are a merciful God who loves us, and to You we give glory, together
with Your eternal Father and Your all-holy, good and life-giving Spirit, now and ever and forever. Amen.

OO OO OO OO

You've got to get out of your head and into your heart. Right now your thoughts are
in your head, and God seems to be outside you. Your prayer and all your spiritual exercises
also remain exterior. ‘

As long as you are in your head, you will never
master your thoughts, which continue to whirl
around your head like snow in a winter's storm or like
mosquitoes in the summer’s heat. If you descend into
your heart, you will have no more difficulty.

Your mind will empty out and your thoughts
will dissipate. Thoughts are always in your mind
chasing one another about, and you will never
manade to get them under control.

But if you enter into your heart and can remain
there, then every time your thoughts invade, you will
only have to descend into your heart and your
thoughts will vanish into thin air. This will be your
safe haven. Don't be lazy. Descend. You will find life in

your heart. There you must live.
- St. Theophan the Recluse




THE HATHUETY OF JOHN THE BAPTHST

Commemorated 24 June/7July

The Nativity of the Holy
Forerunner and Baptist of the Lord, John:
The Gospel (Luke. 1: 5) relates that the
righteous parents of Saint John the
Baptist, the Priest Zachariah and
Elizabeth, lived in the ancient city of
Hebron. They reached old age without
having children, since Elizabeth was
barren. Once, Saint Zachariah was serving
in the Temple at Jerusalem and saw the
Archangel Gabriel, standing on the right
side of the altar of incense. He predicted
that Saint Zachariah would father a son,
who would announce the Savior, the
Messiah, awaited by the Old Testament
Church. Zachariah was troubled, and fear
fell upon him. He had doubts that in old
age it was possible to have a son, and he
asked for a sign. It was given to him, and
it was also a chastisement for his unbelief.
Zachariah was struck speechless until the
time of the fulfillment of the archangel’s
words.

Saint Elizabeth came to be with
child, and fearing derision at being pregnant so late in life, she kept it secret for five months.
Then her relative, the Virgin Mary, came to share with her Her own joy. Elizabeth, “filled with
the Holy Spirit,” was the first to greet the Virgin Mary as the Mother of God. Saint John leaped
in his mother’s womb at the visit of the Most Holy Virgin Mary and the Son of God incarnate
within Her.

Soon Saint Elizabeth gave birth to a son, and all the relatives and acquaintances rejoiced
together with her. On the eighth day, in accordance with the Law of Moses, he was circumcised
and was called John. Everyone was amazed, since no one in the family had this name. When
they asked Saint Zachariah about this, he motioned for a tablet and wrote on it: “His name is
John.” Immediately his tongue was loosed, and Saint Zachariah glorified God. He also
prophesied about the Coming into the world of the Messiah, and of his own son John, the
Forerunner of the Lord (Luke. 1: 68-79).

After the Nativity of our Lord Jesus Christ and the worship of the shepherds and the
Magi, wicked king Herod gave orders to kill all male infants. Hearing about this, Saint
Elizabeth fled into the wilderness and hid in a cave. Saint Zachariah was at Jerusalem and was
doing his priestly service in the Temple. Herod sent soldiers to him to find out the abode of the
infant John and his mother. Zachariah answered that their whereabouts were unknown to him,
and he was killed right there in the Temple. Righteous Elizabeth continued to live in the
wilderness with her son and she died there. The child John, protected by an angel, dwelt in the
wilderness until the time when he came preaching repentance, and was accounted worthy to
baptize the Lord.
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When it’s not distributed to the poor for the good of our souls and the
benefit of our departed ones, wealth is a total disaster. Riches choke the
soul, through great anxiety and rapacity.
When we see people who have got everything, who want for nothing, but
yet are anxious, worried and sad, we should recognize that they're lacking
God...

St. Paisios the Athonite




HEEROMARTYR CUSERIUS, BESHOP OF SAMOSAT A

Commemorated 22 June/05 July

The Hieromartyr Eusebios (his name means pious) the Bishop of
Samosata, stood firmly for the Orthodox Confession of Faith, proclaimed at the
First Ecumenical Synod at Nicea in the year 325. Therefore, he suffered
persecution by the Arians, and was repeatedly deprived of his See and
banished. Emperor Constantius (337-361), who supported the Arians, learned
that Saint Eusebios kept a conciliar decree regarding the election of the
Orthodox Archbishop Meletios to the See of Antioch. He was ordered to
surrender the decree, but the Saint boldly refused to obey him. The enraged
Emperor sent a message that if he did not surrender the decree, then his right
hand would be cut off. Saint Eusebios stretched forth both hands to the emissary
saying, “Cut them off, but | will not give up the conciliar decree, which
denounces the wickedness and iniquity of the Arians.”

Emperor Constantius marveled at the hierarch's audacity, but did not
harm him.

During the reign of Emperor Julian the Apostate (361-363), even more
difficult times ensued, and an open persecution against Christians began. Saint
Eusebios concealed his identity and went about in the garb of a soldier all
across Syria, Phoenicia and Palestine, urging Christians not to abandon the
Orthodox Faith. He ordained priests and deacons for the desolated churches,
and he consecrated hierarchs who renounced the Arian heresy. After Julian the
Apostate’s death, he was succeeded by the devout Emperor Jovian (363-364),
during whose reign the persecutions stopped. Returning from exile, Saint
Meletios convened a local Council at Antioch in the year 379 on the advice of Saint Eusebios. Twenty-seven
hierarchs participated, and the Council reaffirmed the Orthodox teaching of the First Ecumenical Council. The
Arians signed the conciliar decree, fearing the steadfast defenders of Orthodoxy: the holy hierarchs Meletios,
Eusebios and Pelagios, who had great influence with the Emperor. After Jovian's death, the Arian Valentinian
(364-378) came to power.

The Orthodox were again subjected to persecution. Saint Meletios was banished to Armenia, Saint
Pelagios to Arabia, and Saint Eusebios was condemned to exile in Thrace. After receiving the imperial decree,
Saint Eusebios left Samosata by night, in order to prevent tumult among the people who esteemed him. When
they learned of the hierarch's departure, the faithful followed after him with tears and begged him to return. The
Saint refused the entreaty of those who had come, saying that he had to obey the authorities. The Saint urged
his flock to hold fast to Orthodoxy, then blessed them and went to the place of his exile. The Arian Eunomios
became Bishop of Samosata, but the people did not accept this heretic. The Orthodox would not go to his
church and avoided meeting with him. The heretical Arian perceived that it was impossible to induce the
Orthodox flock to follow him.

Emperor Gratian (375-383) succeeded to the throne, and all the Orthodox hierarchs who had been
banished under the Arians were brought back from exile. Saint Eusebios also returned to Samosata and
continued with the task of building up the Church. Along with Saint Meletios, he appointed Orthodox hierarchs
and clergy to the Arian parishes. In the year 380 he arrived in the Arian city of Dolikhina to establish the
Orthodox Bishop Marinus there. An Arian woman threw a roof tile at the holy hierarch’s head. As he lay dying,
Saint Eusebios asked her for wine and begged those around not to harm her. The Saint's body was taken to
Samosata and was buried by his flock. The Saint's nephew Antiokhos succeeded him and the Church of
Samosata continued to confess the Orthodox Faith, which was firmly spread by the efforts of the holy
Hieromartyr Eusebios
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From The Prologue of Ochrid

"Rejoice not when your enemy falls and when he stumbles, let not your heart
exult" (Proverbs 24:17)

He is a man, do not rejoice in his fall. He is your brother, let not your heart skip for joy

when he stumbles. God created him for life and God does not rejoice in his fall. And you
also, do not rejoice at that which grieves God. When man falls, God loses; would you
rejoice in the loss of your Creator, your Parent? When the angels weep would you rejoice?
When your enemy falls, pray to God for him that God will save him and give thanks to
God that you did not also fall in the same manner. You are of the same material, both you
and he, as two vessels from the hand of the potter. If one vessel breaks should the other
smile and rejoice? Behold, a small stone, which broke that vessel waits only for another's
hand to raise it and then to destroy this vessel also. Both vessels are of the same material and a small stone can
destroy a hundred vessels.

When one sheep is lost, should the remaining flock rejoice? No. They should not rejoice. For behold, the
shepherd leaves his flock and, concerned, goes to seek the lost sheep. The loss of the shepherd is the loss of the
flock. Therefore, do not rejoice when your enemy falls, for neither your shepherd nor his shepherd, the Lord
Jesus Christ, rejoices in his fall.

O Lord Jesus Christ, the Good Shepherd, extricate malicious joy from our hearts and in its place, plant
in our hearts compassion and brotherly love. To You be glory and thanks always. Amen.




Indelible Seal: Why God Remembers Us
Even When We Forget About Him

Priest Leonid Bartkov, on orthochristian.com

A warm, lively candle flame burns in the semi-darkness of the church. All that can be heard is breathing,
the crackling of wax, and a quiet voice trembling with excitement: “I do renounce...” A grown man standing
before the font utters the ancient words of the renunciation of darkness, and his voice breaks. A moment
later—silence, a reverent pause, and then the baby in the priest’'s arms is immersed thrice in the warm water. A
splash, a soft cry, and again light. Another person has been baptized. We often keep a small paper record of
this day in the back drawer, taking it out only, when necessary, like an archival certificate. We're used to
treating Baptism like an important family tradition, or, even sadder, like a checkmark in the “national identity”
box. We've turned the universal Mystery into a ritual.

But let’s stop the hustle and bustle of our thoughts and ask ourselves the main question: What actually
happened that day? What is the meaning of this strange, great, almost incomprehensible phrase we hear when
the priest anoints a new member of the Church
with Chrism in the sign of the cross: “The seal of . &5 Joda MO
the gift of the Holy Spirit?” \ oS~ ;

We often fall into the trap of a
consumerist, almost pagan attitude towards the
Sacrament. In the depths of our soul, many of us
subconsciously consider Baptism a “spiritual
vaccine” or insurance against troubles. Once I'm
baptized, they say, nothing really bad can
happen to me. And when sorrows, sickness, and
temptations inevitably invade our lives, we're
surprised and grumble: “Lord, what for? I'm
baptized!” But Baptism isn’t a magic amulet that
eliminates the hardships of the fallen world.
Christ never promised us a life free from
hardships. He promised incomparably more: He
promised He’d be with us both in water and in
fire. Baptism isn’t a one-time deal or a guarantee of a comfortable existence. It's the beginning of a great,
sometimes painfully difficult, but infinitely beautiful journey of relationship between a man and God.

What, then, is the secret of this Indelible Seal? In the ancient world, a seal had two sacred meanings. It
meant belonging and protection. When the emperor pressed his ring into wax or upon the shoulder of a slave,
he was telling everyone: “This is mine. And woe to him who dares take it or damage it.” Something magnificent
happens in Baptism. Imagine this moment: God, for Whom time doesn’t exist, beholds a man standing at the
font. He sees his whole life at once. He sees not only this luminous moment, but also all the future falls,
betrayals, and terrible sins that this man hasn’t even thought of yet. He knows that after so many years, this
baby will renounce Him in his deeds, forget about church, or fall into despair, on the brink of destruction. And
knowing absolutely all of this, God says at that moment: “Thou art Mine.” He puts His seal on it. And this isn’t
some kind of stamp in the passport of the soul, but a kind of wedding ring that the Heavenly Bridegroom puts
on the hand of His bride. And He'll never be the first to take it off.

St. John Chrysostom, the great teacher of the Church, has some wonderful hope-filled words for us:
The grace of Baptism doesn't leave us, even if we wander from God to the ends of the earth. It's like the light in
the window of your father’s house. We can depart to a faraway, sinful land, squander all our inheritance, but
this light will continue to quietly burn in our soul, waiting for us to come to our senses and turn back.

I've seen this hundreds of times over the course of my ministry. | remember one confession. A woman
came who hadn’t crossed the threshold of a church for nearly twenty years. Her life was, according to her, “a
draft that should’ve been burned long ago.” She came in terrible despair. She stood there, afraid to look up at
the icons. Then she suddenly told me that in the darkest, most hopeless moments, when she had thoughts that
there was no reason to live anymore, some unseen but irresistible force held her back from the very edge,
again and again. She couldn’t explain it rationally. Seeing her penitent tears, | suddenly understood with
piercing clarity, and said to her: “All these years, while you thought you were alone and abandoned, the grace
of your Baptism was quietly, persistently holding you by the hand. That small spark which the Lord kindled at
the font didn’t go out even under the ashes. God remembered you when you had forgotten Him.”

How can we, who live in vanity and worries, “recall” our Baptism every day?

First: Try to start your morning not by anxiously scanning your phone, but by briefly reminding yourself:
“I've been baptized into Christ. | can put on the clothes of light that | was given on that day again.” And
standing before your icons, start your day with prayer.

Second: When you're annoyed by a loved one, a coworker, or a random passerby, try to stop for a
second. After all, he could also bear the seal of the image of God. Perhaps his soul is also infinitely dear to
God, as is yours.

And third: Don’t be afraid to go to Confession, thinking we’ll appear “dirty” before the pure God. That's
why the Sacrament of Repentance is called the “second Baptism” in the ancient books, because it's a chance
to wash your Baptismal robe. This is our opportunity to return home, where people continue to wait for us.

My mind returns again to that flickering candle by the font.

Dear brothers and sisters!

It doesn’t matter at all whether you were baptized in a deep, serene childhood that you don’t remember
or you came to the font as an adult, burdened with the mistakes of the past. One thing is important: Heaven
bowed before us that day. God breathed eternity into your soul and called you by name. And this love has no
statute of limitations. May the Lord grant us the grace to live by Him, to breathe Him like air, to see by Him as
by the only true light; that on the day of our final meeting with Him, He might recognize His indelible mark in us,
and we might answer with trembling joy: “Yeah, Lord, | am Yours.”




